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Teacher Contact Information
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 (608) 643-5929
sprecki@saukpr.k12.wi.us
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Course Description

American Literature is an integrated language arts course, offering high-quality, traditional literary selections organized chronologically to present the literature of the United States in a historical context.  The course surveys literature from the Native American period (pre-1492) through the beginnings of Realism (late 1800s).
Course Learning Goals

-To study the purpose of literature

-To study the historical position of literature and writers

-To study the literary movements

Text & Materials

Prentice Hall: The American Experience

School Grade Scale

A+ = 98-100 %

B+   = 88-90 %

C+  =  78-80 %

D+ =  68-70 %
A   = 94-97%

B     = 84-87 %

C    =  74-77 %

D   =  64-67 %
A-  = 91-93 %

B-    = 81-83%

C-   =  71-73 %

D-  =  61-63 %


Grading Procedures

1st quarter = 50% of semester grade

2nd quarter = 50% of semester grade (The semester exam is part of the 2nd quarter.)


Formative assessments (homework, quizzes, checks) will count as 30% of the grade


Summative assessments (exams, projects) will count as 70% of the grade


The student will complete four summative assessments during the course:



#1 at the 1st midterm



# 2 at the quarter



#3 at the 2nd midterm



#4 at the semester


These summative assessments will typically contain an objective element (multiple choice) and an 

essay element.  (The summative essay questions are listed at the end of this document.)

Formative assessments will happen regularly.  These are simple checks for understanding. 


Late work should be completed within one week of the deadline, but all work is expected to be completed and will be accepted at any time before the last day of each quarter.
Tentative Essay Exam Questions for the Four Summative Exams:


Midterm 1:  Discuss (in writing) the literature and writers of pre-European North America and of Colonial America.  Within the discussion, describe the historical, political and cultural backdrop of the period.  In simple terms, tell me about the writers and literature and the world they lived in.  Include at least four writers and details (content and significance) of their literature.  Also include at least five historical, political or cultural references.


Quarter 1 & 3:  Discuss (in writing) the literature and writers of the Revolutionary Period and the Romantic Period.  Within the discussion, describe the historical, political and cultural backdrop of the period.  In simple terms, tell me about the writers and literature and the world they lived in.  Include at least five writers and details (content and significance) of their literature.  Also include at least five historical, political or cultural references.


Midterm 2:  Discuss (in writing) the literature and writers of the New England Renaissance, including the Transcendentalists and the Anti-transcendentalists, the Fireside Poets and Emily Dickinson. Within the discussion, describe the historical, political and cultural backdrop of the period.  In simple terms, tell me about the writers and literature and the world they lived in.  Include at least five writers and details (content and significance) of their literature.  Also include at least five historical, political or cultural references.


Semester:  Discuss (in writing) the literature and writers of the Civil War Period and Realism.  Pay particular attention to Walt Whitman and Mark Twain as representatives of the period.  Within the discussion, describe the historical, political and cultural backdrop of the period.  In simple terms, tell me about the writers and literature and the world they lived in.  Include at least three writers and details (content and significance) of their literature.  Also include at least five historical, political or cultural references.
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