
American Literature

In-class Assessment:  5-Paragraph Essay
Puritans, Ministers & Witches pp. 66-85

Directions:  (1) Write the three body paragraphs for the essay.  (2) You do not need to write an introduction or conclusion.   (3)  Each paragraph should be at least five sentences long.  (4) Use specific examples from the readings to support your ideas.  (4) You may word process the essay or use a black or dark blue pen, not a pencil.  (5) Write neatly.  (6)  You may use your notes & books for this assessment. 

Content-driven Essays will be graded using the following rubric:



Redo = the essay is incomplete, the content is unacceptable, or the essay was not submitted



C = content is acceptable, but does not meet Mechanics Standard



A or B = content and mechanics meet both Content & Mechanics standards

Content Standard = demonstrates complete, undeniable understanding of learning and is

written in a serious tone; an “A” essay contains specific & accurate examples and ideas that are
 
thoroughly developed and supported, demonstrating critical consideration of an idea




Mechanics Standard = the work is legible, uses complete sentences, and has few errors


THESIS SENTENCE:  The 1690s Salem Witch Trials, most often conducted in theocratic societies, are commonly attributed to the 'Witch Hysteria' sweeping Europe that overlapped onto the Massachusetts Bay Colony, a Puritan-led society that contained loosely-organized, volatile political groups, divided by economic issues as well as religious beliefs.

Choose three of the TOPIC SENTENCES from below or create three of your own.  Use the topic sentence for the first sentence of each of your paragraph.
(1)  Witch trials were most often conducted in theocratic societies.

(2)  Economic issues and religious beliefs often fueled the trials.

(3)  “Witch Hysteria”, which was common in Europe as early as the 14th century, eventually made its way to the European colonies in North America in the late 1600s.
(4)  Cotton Mather, a powerful Puritan minister, wrote about witchcraft as the devil’s work:  “New Englanders are a people of God settled in those which were once the devil’s territories…and now the devil is making a last, forceful attempt” to drive us out.

(5)  Jonathan Edwards, a devote Puritan preacher in the largest and wealthiest church in colonies, demonstrates the depth and passion of the colonial religious beliefs that, yet today, have a strong presence in American society.  

(6)  Edward Taylor, regarded as the best colonial poet, used conceits (or comparisons) to emphasize the close relationship between God and the natural world, and to express his extremely conservative views.
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