
American Literature

In-class Assessment:  5-Paragraph Essay
Native American & Explorer Literature

Directions:  (1) Write the three body paragraphs for the essay.  (2) Write an introduction and conclusion.   (3)  Each paragraph should be at least five sentences long.  (4) Use specific examples from the readings to support your ideas.  (4) Write neatly.  (5) You may talk quietly with a partner….quietly! (6)  You may use your notes & books for this assessment. 

            2 pages = 25/25 = 100% = A+
            1 1/2 pages = 23/25 = 87% = B
            1 page = 20/25 = 80% = C+
            1/2 page = 17/25 = 68% = D+
            Less than half page = 15/25 = 60% = F
Pay Attention to these criteria….



Content Standard = demonstrates complete, undeniable understanding of learning and is





    written in a serious tone




Mechanics Standard = the work is legible, uses complete sentences, and has few errors


Thesis Sentence:  Is contained in the introduction and sets the stage for the entire essay.

Native American literature, usually spoken and not written, and that of the early European explorers differed in purpose, form and language, but often had 
similar audiences.
Start by writing three topic sentences using ideas that come from your thesis sentence  to start your body paragraphs.  Here are some ideas to help you get going…
1.  Native American literature was an oral literature that was passed down through the ages.
2.  The purpose of Native American literature was _____________________.
3.  Most of the European explorers’ literature was in the form of ___________________.
4.  Native American literature and Explorer literature differed __________________________.
5.  Native Americans used what is referred to as an oral tradition to pass on their culture.
6.  Native Americans and Europeans wrote to similar audiences such as politicians, religious leaders and a wide public audience.






