
American Literature

In-class Assessment:  5-Paragraph Essay
Native American & Explorer Literature

Directions:  (1) Write the three body paragraphs for the essay.  (2) Write an introduction and conclusion.   (3)  Each paragraph should be at least five sentences long.  (4) Use specific examples from the readings to support your ideas.  (4) Write neatly.  (5) You may talk quietly with a partner….quietly! (6)  You may use your notes & books for this assessment. 

            2 pages = 25/25 = 100% = A+
            1 1/2 pages = 23/25 = 87% = B
            1 page = 20/25 = 80% = C+
            1/2 page = 17/25 = 68% = D+
            Less than half page = 15/25 = 60% = F
Pay Attention to these criteria….



Content Standard = demonstrates complete, undeniable understanding of learning and is





    written in a serious tone




Mechanics Standard = the work is legible, uses complete sentences, and has few errors


Thesis Sentence:  Is contained in the introduction and sets the stage for the entire essay.

The literature of the Pilgrims and the Native Americans reflect the attitudes and beliefs of their cultures, describing the joys and difficulties as well as the daily rituals associated with living in each culture. 

Start by writing three topic sentences using ideas that come from your thesis sentence to start your body paragraphs.  Here are some ideas to help you get going…
    What hardships do the Pilgrims endure during their trip across the Atlantic?

    What hardships do they encounter during their first winter at Plymouth?

    How would you characterize the Pilgrim’s reactions to the hardships they
                encountered during the first winter in Plymouth?

    How do the attitudes of the Pilgrims and the Native Americans change?  
             What do you think brought about this change?






