Patrick Henry, Thomas Paine, Phillis Wheatley
pp.  114-131

Directions for Friday’s essay
1.  Using the questions below, prepare to write a 5-paragraph essay.  Remember:  Your thesis sentence is used to create the three topic sentences (the first sentence of each paragraph) for your essay.
2.  Write a four-to-five sentence introduction.  Two of the sentences are already written for you.  (See back of page.)
2.  Write the three body paragraphs using the thesis on the back of this page and the four study questions.

Study questions to prepare for Friday’s essay must be completed by Friday.  Focus on quality.
1.  The literary movement of this time period was the Age of Reason.  Logic and discipline prevailed in the writings, which mostly focused on the Revolution.  How does Patrick Henry’s “Give me liberty, or give me death” speech demonstrate the logic and reason of the age?  (Consider the sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” by Puritan minister Jonathan Edwards.)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  In the Age of Reason, or the Enlightenment as it is sometimes called, writers and thinkers valued reason over faith.  Contrary to the Puritan beliefs in the early colonial period, many people from the Age of Reason were promoting the idea that people were inherently good, not evil.  How do writers like Franklin, Henry, Paine, and Wheatley focus on the good in people?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  At the first Continental Congress, Patrick Henry stated that he was no longer a Virginian, but an American.  How does this shift in attitude present itself in the literature of the Revolutionary period?  (The shift is from self interest, which is doing things that will benefit you, to selflessness, which is the giving of one’s self for a larger cause or ideal—like liberty and freedom.)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4.  Phillis Wheatley’s poem “To His Excellency, General Washington” indicates a relationship between God and the American cause, which was freedom for all people, not just slaves.  Washington chooses not to publish the piece, but he recognizes Wheatley for her poetic gifts.  What American values do both of these individuals honor?  pp. 126-130

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Partial Introduction with a Thesis Sentence�Patrick Henry, Thomas Paine, and Phillis Wheatley all contributed to the common purpose of the revolution.  Reflecting a new age in political, philosophical, and literary history, Patrick Henry delivered well-reasoned, fiery speeches to motivate the colonists to seek freedom over bondage; Thomas Paine, inspired by Franklin, immigrated to the colonies and used pamphlets filled with political essays to lift morale and to gain support for the fight against the king’s tyranny; and Phillis Wheatley used her poetry to inspire leaders to greatness.








