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1. Select three different locations for filming and explain the significance of each to the plot.

Location 1 – Since the book focuses on a congressman running for an Ohio Senate seat, the book spends an enormous amount of time in Ohio, and Cleveland in particular.  Connie writes a column for a Cleveland newspaper named The Plain Dealer and Cleveland lies in Sherrod’s congressional district.  A small house in a little Cleveland neighborhood gives them a place to officially call home.  Cleveland provides a nice mix of residential neighborhoods, like the one where Connie and Sherrod live, and down town areas, where Connie works, to make the film work more interesting.  Sherrod also bases his campaign out of Cleveland.  Televised debates between Sherrod and his opponent, Mike DeWine, and Sherrod’s election victory party at the public hall, occur there as well.  Cleveland plays an integral part in the story, so much of the movie will focus on it.
Location 2 – Connie grew up in a small town called Ashtabula, Ohio, and her sisters, dad and brother still live in the area, so the second location must be Ashtabula.  Sherrod speaks at a rally there and spends a good deal of time campaigning in the vicinity.  Connie’s parents grew up there as well, stemming much of Connie’s background and history from Ashtabula.  Her parent’s deaths made big emotional impacts on Connie, which cause her to spend some time reminiscing over their lives.  In addition to a cameo role, Ashtabula could pose as some of the other campaign stops as well, since Sherrod and Connie campaign all over the state.

 Location 3 – While running for a senate seat and working as a congressman, Sherrod spends a fair amount of time in Washington D.C.  He attends sessions in the Capitol and works in an office in the area.  Before he begins the run for a senate seat, he commutes from Washington D.C to their house in Cleveland on the weekends.  When the Senate election ends, he visits the White House for a “welcome new senators” dinner.  Sherrod’s life revolves around policy and law, so including such an important symbol of government allows the book to talk about how Sherrod feels about politics in general and certain issues in particular.  Including the city in the movie will make the film more powerful and accurate.
2.  Would you choose to film this movie in color or black and white?  Why?


I would film this movie in color.  As much as I like black and white, I think that this book talks about color too much to forgo it.  Color plays an integral part of a campaign:  brochures, stickers, pins, posters, flyers, ties, suits, balloons and buttons all need flashy colors to draw attention.  Campaigns need to pick their palette carefully because of this, and a film that features a campaign would miss important information if it did not use color.  Aside from the necessity of color to the realistic portrayal of a campaign, the film could become more artistic and fun to watch if the cinematography played with and featured the campaign’s chosen scheme.  Keeping the film in color would greatly enhance the message of the story.
3.  What characters would you not include in the film?  Explain why you have cut them out of the film version.


Instead of cutting one single character, I would probably cut the amount of campaign staff and friends that Connie and Sherrod meet with in the book.  Social lives for journalists and prospective senators take up a huge amount of time and energy but benefit their careers immensely, which the book showcases.  Therefore, Connie spends much of her time writing about special meetings they had and friends that helped them out during the campaign.  These portions do not always need inclusion, and they would be cut first.  Some need to stay for the essence of the book, but the number of those friends that the book introduces can be pared down to a more film – friendly number.  The amount of time and effort it would take to effectively introduce them out-weighs the benefits of these characters.  Take Connie’s friend Meg Driscoll, for instance.  Meg sends Sherrod a very nice, uplifting and meaningful e-mail message that emphasizes one of Sherrod’s reasons for running for the senate seat.  Such an e-mail carries emotional meaning, but an event like this happens many times during the book, and so the film can go with out this one.  Cuts like this will make the film powerful but a reasonable length and comprehensible.
4.  What actors and actresses would you cast as the main characters?  Why?

Connie – Ideally, Patricia Heaton would portray Connie.  Forty-Nine years old, classy and versatile, Patricia could do Connie justice and then some.  Aside from sharing Connie’s age, Patricia exudes comedy and humor, qualities Connie likes and uses frequently.  Patricia does not have blue eyes like Connie, but she resembles Connie in the warm, friendly aura she gives off.  Both display sympathy, sophistication and intelligence, which make them a compatible pair.  In many of her roles, Patricia looks younger and more modern, but the make-up and wardrobe departments would dress her in more classic and basic colors and styles to form a more Connie-esque persona.  With simple, cosmetic alterations, I am convinced she would be “perfect for the part.”

Sherrod – The part of Sherrod would go to Jeff Daniels.  Since Sherrod needs to charm, the actor should convey as much humanity and ease with people as possible.  Jeff looks the part, too, with adequate height, good looks and soft, kindly features.  Connie loves how Sherrod’s hair curls and how he always appears slightly disheveled.  Jeff can easily take on these characteristics and form the same chemistry with Patricia Heaton.  One important link between Sherrod and Jeff is the stateliness with which they both carry themselves.  A senator needs to carry himself in a respectable way, and Jeff will have no trouble at all carrying out the sophistication and charm required to play Sherrod.
5.  What is the major conflict that you would emphasize in the film and why would this appeal to audiences?


The book features a grand theme of feminism and deals with public perceptions of women married to public figures, while smaller threads of politics and campaigning appearing from time to time.  The film will emphasize all of these themes and threads because of their modern relevance and complexity.  Women, and men, all over the world can identify with at least one of these major ideas, and I think that because of this, the movie will draw a variety of people.  Throughout the book, Connie talks about her experiences as a politician’s wife.  Such experiences become even more interesting as readers learn that Connie herself has many career successes, including winning a Pulitzer Prize for a humanitarian series she wrote.  She constantly wrestles with and thinks about the role of a candidate’s wife, especially while she campaigns for her husband.  Along with the general role women and wives play in politics, Connie frequently shares thoughts and feelings about campaign life. Ideas and conflicts like this will open the viewer’s eyes, giving them fresh perspectives on government, politics, men-women relationships and life in general.  Audiences will appreciate the new outlook and interesting insight the movie inspires and extends from the book.
6.  What music would you choose for the soundtrack?  Why?  Explain fully.


I would choose “Unwritten” by Natasha Bedingfield, “We Are the Champions” by Queen, “I am a Patriot” by Jackson Browne, and “You’ve Got a Friend” by Carole King.  Connie mentions these specific songs in the book, so the movie needs to use them because they obviously mean something to Connie and Sherrod.  “Unwritten” by Natasha Bedingfield is one of Connie’s favorite songs, which she describes as “my own soundtrack.”  Her daughter, Caitlin, gives it to her, and Connie immediately appreciates how much the song pertains to her life. She likes the allusion to writing and cheers up when hearing the song’s message to write one’s own story.  “We Are the Champions” by Queen blare at Sherrod’s victory rally, like in the book.  This classic “we fought hard and won” song represents the feelings Sherrod and Connie experience at the end of the race.  “I am a Patriot” by Jackson Browne is performed live at a “fundraiser for the Ohio Democratic Party” where “many of those in the room wiped their eyes.”  As Connie explains, “It had been a long few years, full of right-wing attacks on our family values and our patriotism, and if felt so good to sing along as the nighttime breezes washed over us.”  This song also plays at Sherrod’s victory rally.  Carole King sang “You’ve Got a Friend” to Sherrod one evening at a concert fundraiser benefiting him.  She requested audience participation and had the house lights go up so she could point to Sherrod and have the audience sing to him.  This effectively reminded Sherrod “that he was not alone.”  All of these songs will give the film a personal touch from Connie and Sherrod, since the songs come from their own personal soundtrack.

Besides the selections mentioned in the book, I would use “Miss Independence” by Kelly Clarkson, “The Best is Yet to Come” by Michael Bublé, and “Where Have All the Flowers Gone” by Pete Seeger.  “Miss Independence” would play either in the beginning, when the introduction and first set of credits rolls, or at the end, with the second set of credits.  The song represents one of Connie’s core values: her independence.  It sets the mood and conveys important information about the main character.  “The Best is Yet to Come” would play right after two men in a big white van try to steal Connie and Sherrod’s trash.  This incident closely follows Sherrod’s decision to run for the Senate.  The song re-iterates what Sherrod says at the end of the trash-stealing scene:  “Welcome to the campaign,” which implies that the trash stealing is only the beginning.  There is more to follow, hence “The Best is Yet to Come.” Using this sort of irony and sarcasm resembles Connie’s sense of humor, so it fits the film well.  “Where Have All the Flowers Gone” will play when Connie and Sherrod walk through the “Eyes Wide Open” exhibit.  This exhibit displays war items and talks about how war affects our society. Connie and Sherrod see reflections of their own views on the war, many of which Sherrod must include in his campaign.  Deeply moved, Connie and Sherrod ruminate on the desire they and many others share:  to keep peace in and war out.  The song reinforces this message and poses a question about war that Sherrod, Connie, and the rest of America asks themselves.
7.  What special effects would you need?  Explain fully.


Since this film does not feature any graphic fights or explosions (with the exception of confetti falling from the ceiling at the victory rally), special effects should not be necessary.  The plot line does not contain any “thrilling” events that need emphasizing or “helping along” from a computer or other wise.  Instead, it will leave the important events to the actors for highlighting.
8.  To what audience would you target this film?  How would you rate this film?  Why?

Because of the nature of the subject, this film will naturally target adults, specifically the politically-minded.  Some teenagers may attend, but the majority of the audience will probably come from the age group of twenty and up.  The political dealings plus mature, sophisticated, and realistic issues may not draw youth; however, adults will like the relevance and recentness of the story.  Even though children may find the primarily adult cast and subject matter boring, nothing in this film should make parents uneasy about allowing their children to view the movie.  I would rate this film PG because the film contains no “adult situations,” violence or bad humor; however, occasional swear words and profane comments do pop up.  Such language can easily be edited or changed, as its importance to the story is minimal. Nothing conventionally naughty happens.  Such inappropriate situations would distract from the plot line and the message of the movie, and so nothing raunchy will be added to attract an audience.  This film has a message, and that will be what draws the audience. 
9.  If you could cast yourself as a character in the book, who would you be and why?  Explain fully.

I would want to play Caitlin, Connie’s daughter.  First of all, having a mom as strong and intelligent as Connie would make my life really interesting.  Not everyone can have experiences that come with having an excellent journalist for a mother.  Playing Caitlin would be cool, since she takes after her mother in her intelligence, empathy and wittiness.  Let’s not forget that nice sense of humor.  A sophomore in college, she makes good with whatever life gives her, be it a campaign, a divorce or the death of a grandpa.  With a good head on her shoulders, Caitlin delights all characters she meets in the book.  While not an extremely important character, she does support her mom and step-dad (Sherrod) constantly through out the book.  What a fun character to play!
