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1. Select three different locations for filming and explain the significance of each to the plot. 


The book Wizard’s First Rule has numerous locations located within the book.  Though, there are three places where most of the book takes place.  The three main places that are described in the book are the Hartland Woods, Queen Milena’s Castle in Tamarang, and the People’s Palace in Dhara. 


The perfect place to film the Hartland Woods is in Penobscot Experimental Forest in Bradley, Maine.  The Hartland woods are a crucial location in the book because this is where the story begins and where at least a quarter of the book takes place.  The Hartland Woods is where Richard Cypher’s village, Hartland, is located and where Richard and his family grew up.  This is also where Zedd lives, where Richard and Kahlan meet, and is near the boundary, a wall of magic keeping things from coming in and going out. Penobscot Experimental Forest is perfect for the Hartland Woods because Penobscot is one of the only forests within the U.S. that is mixed with various types of trees and is near mountains.  Penobscot Experimental Forest contains a great variety of trees including the following: eastern hemlock, spruce, balsam fir, northern white cedar, eastern white pine, and, rarely, tamarack or red pine.  The most common hardwoods are red maple, paper birch, gray birch, aspen, sugar maple, yellow birch, American beech, white ash, black cherry, northern red oak, and American basswood, which are spread throughout the Forest.  In Maine there are also the White Mountains, part of the Appalachian Mountain Range that would be great for the filming.  Hartland Woods consists of maples, balsam fir, oak, pine, spruce, white birch, and nannyberry trees with ferns, wildflowers, gently sloping hills, and is nearby a mountain range. 


For Queen Milena’s Castle in Tamarang, Warwick Castle would be an ideal setting for the film.  In the book, Queen Milena’s Castle is where we are introduced to Rachel, Giller the wizard, Princess Violet, Queen Milena and the secret hideout of one of the boxes of Orden.  This is also where Richard’s torture with Mistress Denna takes place.  Warwick Castle is just the place for Queen Milena’s Castle because Warwick Castle isn’t one of the largest castles in the world, like Milena’s Castle.  Warwick castle is built from stone and has a grand, old, majestic look to it with high towers and balconies.  Warwick Castle also contains a big courtyard, inside the outer-walls, that is a huge lawn.  This is where the sellers market could be set up. Queen Milena’s Castle has a big sellers market out in front of the castle, bustling with merchants and citizens.  Outside, there is also a small hedge maze where the filming could be set with Rachel sneaking out of the castle and taking the Box of Orden with her.  Inside Warwick Castle, there is a huge Grand Hall where the dinners of the Queen can be.  In the book, Kahlan comes to the castle and goes down into the dungeon to hear confessions from the prisoners.  Warwick Castle has a dark dungeon with a terrible history to it.  This would be just the place for this scene.  The rest of the filming would have to be taken in built sets of the Princess’s room and the jewel room. 


Finally, a good place to film the People’s Palace in Dhara would be Windsor Castle.  The last quarter of the book has a lot of the action taking place in the People’s Palace.  This place is vital to have for it’s where Mistress Denna tortures Richard, where Darken Rahl lives, where Richard finally meets Rahl, and where the climax takes place.  The People’s Palace is written in the book to be massive, miniaturizing all other castles and kingdoms to this palace. Rahl’s palace looks graceful and elegant.  The walls stretch off into oblivion, and the towers climb up into the sky at great heights.  Windsor Castle is one of the three largest castles in the whole world.  It is very well designed and charming.  It has a huge interior of about 1000 rooms and is very stylish since the Queen of England lives there.  The filming would be of the outside of the castle and possibly some of the rooms and St. George’s Hall.  The rest of the filming would have to be built sets for the beautiful inner garden, the ritual room, and small bedrooms.

2. Would you choose to film this movie in color or black and white? Why?


For the filming of this movie, the best option would be to film in color.  It would not be wise to film in black and white for you would be missing all the details and life within the film.  Color is important for showing the beautiful scenery and places. In this book, the character are constantly traveling and seeing new places.   Color would be important in showing the true beauty of this world’s nature.  This movie is going to require many special effects, as well. It is hard to capture all the effects in black and white.  This movie is especially going to have some action.  It would be hard to capture these effects in black and white.  It may become confusing and not as captivating as color would make it.  If it were in color, it would make the experience more realistic and memorable.  This movie is going to be introducing a whole new world, so showing it in color would enhance and captivate all the life and wonder it has, making it look as if it’s touchable.  Contradicting this, if black and white was used, this world would look as though it was a far off dream or just a hazy, fuzzy memory.  It also may bore the audience because there is no variety in the colors, or it’s not interesting since nothing is changing.  Black and white is for showing more of the drama between people.  This movie wouldn’t only have drama.  It would also have action, thrills, fantasy and magic, special effects, and big landscapes.  All of these assets call for color.  Most of the movies these days that are fiction and fantasy are in color so that the true beauty and attractiveness will come forth and bring the movie to life.  For all these reasons stated, color would therefore be the best option to film in so it enhances the movie. 

3. What character would you not include in the film? Explain why you have them out of the film version. 


Most of the characters in the book Wizard’s First Rule don’t need to be cut from the film.  This is because most of all the characters are important to the story, only a few are just sidetracks.  These few are the Calthrop, Constance, Brophy, and Bill. 


The Calthrop is a ghostly beast that eats people and other creatures at night when its powers are at full strength.  The Calthrop is not needed because of several reasons.  First, it was only a small part in the book put in to excite the reader.  The Calthrop showed up to Richard and Kahlan as a man who claimed he was a friend of Zedd and Zedd wanted him to take Richard and Kahlan to him.  They followed him and passed by the road to Shota’s place, the place they needed to go to. Richard finally realizes he’s a ghost.  The ghost/man transforms into a huge monster, but it disappears into the woods.  Then Richard is attacked by Samuel, who later takes him to Shota.  In the book, the Calthrop never returns again and it never does anything to Richard.  Therefore, the Calthrop can be cut so that Richard and Kahlan just travel down the path towards Shota’s place and get attacked by Samuel on the pathway.  Easy cut!


Then there is Constance.  Constance is one of the many Mord-Siths, just like Denna, who torture people.  She is one of Denna’s friends who sometimes accompanies Denna to Richard’s beatings.  Sometimes she was allowed to beat Richard herself.  She ends up beating Richard so bad that Denna forbids her to ever see him again.  If Constance were to be put into the film, she would just take up time.  She is no one of super importance and she does not conflict with anyone else in the book.  For these reasons, there is no need to put her into the film.  It can be filmed so that Denna is the only Mord-Sith who tortures Richard, and there could be a couple Mord-Sith extras in the background in some of the scenes. 


Another person who can be cut is Brophy a guardian of Kahlan who watches over her constantly.  He was an innocent man who was accused of murdering a young boy.  Kahlan used her power on him and he confessed his innocence.  Her wizard, Giller, then changed him into a wolf so her could live on with the rest of his life.  He then watched over Kahlan on her journey in secret.  He ends up dying trying to protect Kahlan from Demmin Nass, Darken Rahl’s “right hand man.”  He doesn’t make a huge impact with the story and doesn’t do anything too dire for the story’s plot.  Therefore, Brophy can just be omitted and the movie could skip past him.  There could be a brief mention of him, but otherwise nothing else. 


The last person who can be cut is Bill.  Bill is an innkeeper of an inn where Richard and Kahlan stop by on their way to Addie’s house.  What basically happened there was a group of burly men fought over who should have Kahlan.  Richard ends up knocking a man unconscious, and then Richard and Kahlan escape and travel to Addie’s house.  The whole scene with Bill and his inn can be skipped since it took too much time, and there wasn’t any special information received here. Thus, the movie could just skip over this part, and instead, film Richard and Kahlan coming into the city and asking directions to Addie’s house from a town’s folk, and then arriving at Addie’s house. 


Besides the four characters who were cut, all the other characters have to remain in the film. A lot of these characters are essential to the plot and they weave together the stories. Without them, there would be big gaps and dead ends here and there in the story. This is why it is vital to have all the rest of the characters within the film.  

4. What actor(s)/actress(es) would you cast as the main characters? Why?


There are many actors and actresses that could possibly play the three main characters in Wizard’s First Rule.  Though, there can only be three.  The actors who would be excellent for playing the main characters are Chris Pine, Evangeline Lilly, and Christopher Lloyd.


Chris Pine is just the actor to play the main role of Richard Cypher.  Richard Cypher is described as very tall, lean, and has strong muscles that give him a little buff.  He also has thick light brown hair and piercing gray eyes.  He is very handsome and is in his early twenties and he likes to wear earth tone colors.  Chris Pine fits his description very well.  Chris Pine is about 6’ 0’’ and is very muscular.  He is twenty-nine years old, not far off from Richard’s age and he would certainly be able to pull it off.  He has dark brown hair though, but it’s nothing some highlights can’t do.  His eyes are already a very icy blue.  They could possibly be made more gray with contacts, but they are pretty much perfect already.  His voice is also very masculine and is perfect for the part of Richard.  The personality of Richard is very heroic and just. He is very kind and gentle and is always friendly to people.  Yet, Richard is also the Seeker, and the Seeker is always searching for the answers and the truth about everything.  He is very loyal to his friends and would do anything to protect them.  However, he does have a particular rage, the anger of the Seeker.  The Seeker’s rage pursues justice and the truth in all matters.  He has a deep love for Kahlan and is ever passionate and caring for her.  He can also be quite stubborn when he sets his mind to something.  Chris Pine would be excellent for this part.  Chris Pine has shown his true passion and friendliness in Princess Diaries II. This is perfect to show Richard’s love for Kahlan.  He knows how to master the character’s part.  Chris Pine studied every aspect about Captain Kirk before they started filming him in Star Trek.  He did a fabulous job and exceeded people’s expectations.  He also has the experience of acting out thrilling action scenes, and would probably be able to quickly pick up on how to sword fight.  Chris is a very funny, a sweet guy, and is very friendly.  It appears that Chris would be able to play this part naturally because he is a great guy and shares so much in common with Richard.    He definitely has the potential, ability, personality, and looks to play the part of Richard Cypher. 


Evangeline Lilly would play the part of Kahlan Amnell.  Kahlan is portrayed in the book as tall for a woman (almost as tall as Richard) and is in her mid-twenties.  She has long, lush brown hair that goes down to her lower back that symbolizes her authority in society as Mother Confessor.  She also has a pair of beautiful green eyes, is slender and shapely, and is a very beautiful woman.  Evangeline would be perfect for her part because she has most of these traits. Evangeline has long dark brown hair that goes past her shoulders.  This could be fixed by adding some extensions to her hair.  She is 30 years old, which is very close to Kahlan’s age.  She is only 5’5’’ and therefore would need to add lifts in her shoes or be filmed at angle shots that would make her look taller.  She is also skinny and shapely and has a gorgeous face.  She has the perfect pair of beautiful green eyes to go with everything.  She would look very pretty in the long white dress that symbolizes her as Mother Confessor.  The personality of Kahlan is very complicated for she has a very rough life.  She can be solemn and serious with true authority that is greater than a queen for she is the mother Confessor.  The Mother Confessor has to be serious about her job and know what’s the right decision to make.  Most people treat confessors with respect, but avert them for they are frightened of Confessor’s powers.  Therefore there is a sadness inside her that longs for being a normal person and being treated with love.  This is why when she is with Richard, she is happy, sociable, friendly, and passionate.  She also is secretive about her powers to Richard for she is afraid she would lose his friendship otherwise.  Evangeline would be able to play the part of Kahlan very well.  She has played a complicated part before, Katie in LOST, who hid her secrets, just like Kahlan, and had a harsh life.  Evangeline can act serious very well, and yet put on smile, act all happy and be very fun person to hang around with.  She has a great variety of acting skills that will enhance the character of Kahlan all the better. 


Then there comes Christopher Lloyd. Christopher Lloyd would be playing the part of Zeddicus Zu’l Zorander, or Zedd for short.  Zedd is 5’9’’and is especially skinny and old with age.  His skin is all wrinkly with age, his body looks as frail as a twig, and he has spindly arms. He has very long white hair and has hazel eyes.  Christopher Lloyd would be brilliant for Zedd’s part. Christopher Lloyd is fairly old himself and has a couple of wrinkles.  He would only need a little makeup to enhance the wrinkles on his face and arms.  Christopher is 6’ 2’’, so he is five inches taller then Zedd, but this can be fixed by angling the camera a little. Christopher has brown eyes.  For this problem, contacts can help make his eyes a hazel color. Christopher is not super skinny, but he is about average.  This would not be too much of a problem for some of the clothes could make him look skinnier.  Most of all, the main reason he would look the best as Zedd is because of his smile.  When he smiles, he always has a twinkle in his eye, the same way Zedd would.  His smile would reveal the quirky and intelligent man that lies within.  Zedd’s personality is another matter however.  He is quite the interesting character.  He is a very old wizard, so he has magical powers and wisdom beyond belief.  He always loves to listen to stories with EVERY single detail, and he is very sociable.  He also loves food very, very much.  He has a ravenous appetite that will eat almost anything and he will make a fuss if he is not fed enough.  He can also be very stubborn and expects the right choices out of other people.  He is also a very strange man, filled with charisma and an innocent, goofy, yet intelligent attitude.  He knows how to get out of the rough spots and knows how to get peoples’ attention. Christopher Lloyd would be the man to play this part. Christopher Lloyd is so funny and ridiculous, yet he can still be serious and clever at the same time.  He could play this wizard’s role down to a fine art.  His personality and Zedd’s are so much alike that it wouldn’t be hard for him to screw up doing the part.  Christopher has plenty of times played weird and funny characters.  For example, he played Doc in Back to the Future.  He would probably have loads of fun in the process, too.

5. What is the major conflict that you would emphasize in the film and why would this appeal to the audiences?


The major conflict of this film is the classic battle between good vs. evil.  In the movie, Darken Rahl is the most evil man alive.  He murders men, women, and even the children, and laughs while he is doing it.  He has burned down villages and built armies of men to follow him. He is a very deceitful man, and has tremendous powers beyond a wizard’s.  Yet, he still is able to make other people think he is the nicest man in the world, because he wants to cover up what he truly is.  This also has tricked several people into following him.  Richard, on the other hand, wants justice.  Richard has been hurt the most by Rahl because he had killed his father, tried to kill him and Kahlan several times, he has harmed and killed lots of villages, and had murdered many innocent people in his time.  Richard becomes the Seeker of Truth, the one who is the only hope in destroying Darken Rahl.  Darken Rahl’s plan is to dominate the world by obtaining the three boxes of Orden and using them to obtain unimaginable powers.  Richard’s goal is to find the last box of the three before Rahl does, and kill him before he can do anymore damage.  This type of conflict is what a lot of people love to see and is a classic.  People like to see the hard struggle and battle that is shown throughout the movie.  Usually in these types of movies, no matter how hard and rough it becomes, the good will always manage to pull through in the end.  This always lightens peoples' hearts and gives them the hope that if those people are able to make it through life with that much chaos, maybe they can, too.  Those types of conflicts and endings always cheer people up, and seeing all the mayhem and glory that takes place, all the better.  It is “the true hero saves” the day type movie.

6. What music would you choose for the soundtrack? Why? Explain fully. 

This is the soundtrack for Wizard’s First Rule:

1. “Main Theme” – by: Troels B. Folmann & Colin O'Malley -- Tomb Raider Legend

2. “Main Theme” – by: Troels B. Folmann & Colin O'Malley -- Tomb Raider Underworld

3. “The Crystal Chamber” – by: James Newton Howard – Atlantis: The Lost Empire

4. “The King Dies/Going After Rourke” – by: James Newton Howard – Atlantis: The Lost Empire

5. “My Name Is Lincoln” – by: Steve Jablonsky – The Island

6. “Tooth and Claw” – by: James Newton Howard – King Kong

7. “Central Park” – by: James Newton Howard – King Kong

8. “A Fateful Meeting” – by: James Newton Howard – King Kong

9. “Arrival To Earth” – by: Steve Jablonsky – Transformers 

10. “Lamia’s Lair” – by: Ilan Eshkeri – Stardust

11. “Shooting Star” – by: Ilan Eshkeri – Stardust 

12. “The Houses of Healing” (feat. Liv Tyler) – by: Howard Shore – Lord Of The Rings: Return of the King

13. “The Battle at Aslan’s How”– by: Harry Gregson-Williams – Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian

This musical selection of songs was chosen because of the expressive emotions each one gives in particular to the story.  The “Main Theme” (from Tomb Raider Legend) would be the first song of the film, and would be played in the opening and climatic scenes.  This song symbolizes the struggle and the passion Richard and Kahlan go through on their incredible journey.  The second song, also called “Main Theme” from Tomb Raider Underworld, would be played during the long journey Richard, Kahlan, Zedd, and Chase are taking to the secret boundary passage.  This music portrays the wonder of the landscape and then slowly seeps into the darkness of the boundary and the terror of the heart hounds that live within the boundary.   The third song, “The Crystal Chamber” from Atlantis: The Lost Empire, would be played during the naming of the Seeker of the Truth.  It begins with it giving the emotion of wonder and mystery, as Richard is questioning to Zedd about him being a wizard.  Then the music flares into an enchanting rhythm that gives the emotion of glory and magnificence as Richard is being named the Seeker.  The fourth song, “The King Dies/ Going After Rourke,” would be played when Kahlan fines the deep power within her called the Con Dar and is on her way to kill Rahl.  This music at first gives the feeling of wonder and awe as Kahlan bringing the power forth from inside of herself.  Then the music changes into a sad, but angry tune that you can feel that revenge is on the way.  The fifth song, “My Name is Lincoln,” would be played during the closing of the movie into the credits.  This song resembles the triumph and the glory that has been achieved in their victory over Darken Rahl.  It also gives the feeling that a new era has begun of peace and prosperity.  The sixth song, “Tooth and Claw,” would be played during the stealing of Scarlet’s egg.  This song gives a sense of pandemonium and the urgency Richard is feeling as the hundreds of Gars that are chasing him.  It really makes the aura feel frightening and very edgy.  The seventh song, “Central Park,” would be playing while Richard and Kahlan are talking to each other after Darken Rahl is defeated.  There is the sense of misunderstanding and sadness in the beginning, like Kahlan is feeling when she thinks Richard is gone forever.  Later, the song sweeps into happiness and rejoice as they realize they can still be together.  The eighth song, “A Fateful Meeting,” would be played during the first time when Kahlan and Richard meet in the Hartland Woods.  It has a peaceful and beautiful tempo to it that gives the feeling of love at first sight.  The ninth song, “Arrival to Earth,” would be played after Richard and Kahlan save Sidlin from the shadows of the boundary.  It makes one feel as though everything has been set right, and things will be better from now on.  The tenth song, “Lamia’s Lair,” would be played when Kahlan is about to touch Richard, who looks like Darken Rahl to her, with her power.  The tempo of this song gives the sense of anger, stress, and desperation.  It then twists into melody of horror and sadness as Kahlan realizes what she has done.  The eleventh song, “Shooting Star,” would play when Richard rides Scarlet, the red dragon, for the first time.  This song gives the awareness of fright and surprise.  Then it changes into awe and glory as Richard realizes what a thrill it is to ride Scarlet.  The twelfth song, “The Houses of Healing,” would play when Richard and Kahlan are in the spirit house and they realize how much they love each other. This song gives the feeling of deep love, and peacefulness.  The thirteenth song, “The Battle at Aslan’s How,” would be played during the climax when Darken Rahl is opening the three boxes of Orden.  This song gives the sensation of despair, loss, and the feeling that chaos is about to break loose. It fits well with the plot of the climax.  All of these songs resemble several parts of the book and enhance the feelings of the main characters for the film.  

7. What special effects would you need? Explain fully.


There are several special effects that would need to take place in this film, especially a lot of animation.  The animation would be for a lot of the creatures and activities, such as spells and explosions.  Animation would be used to create a creature known as a Gar, which looks half dragon, half pig.  This would need to be animated with sound effects of roars and snorts the beast makes.  Another creature to be made would be a big, beautiful, red dragon.  This would all be animated with the sound effects of wings, fire, and roars.  There are also the heart hounds, which somewhat look like tan werewolves with huge fangs.  This, too, would be animated (possibly using a filmed dog as an example to help create the heart hounds) with the sound effects of growls and howls.  Then, there is the small, spindly ghoulish creature called Samuel who would have to be animated.  He would have to have a voice dubbed into the animation.  After that, there are the shadows shaped like humans that have to be animated.  They are silent so there are no sound effects needed.  There are the grippers, a half cross between a porcupine and a crab.  They would need to have a sound effect of a crab scuttling across stone. Next, the boundary would have to be animated into looking like a translucent green wall that rises high into the sky and gives off an eerie green glow.  Wizard spells would have to be animated.  There is one spell that is used commonly through out the book, which is Wizard’s Fire.  Basically, it’s a blue ball of flame that burns away whatever it touches.  This would need a roaring sound like a rocket, or a hissing/shrieking sound.  Another special effect is the Sword of Truth’s color.  In a couple of scenes it is supposed to turn into a burning white-hot color.  This could just be animated white.  Next, the sword needs to have a sound effect of a long, pure and metallic ringing sound when it is pulled out of its scabbard.  A visual effect will need to be made for Kahlan’s power.  It needs to look as though a shockwave is being jolted through the air from her, and trembling everything in its path.  There needs to be the sound effect of a loud clap of thunder.  There will need to be a special effect for the weather.  In the book, it is overcast for three weeks and rains a lot.  Therefore, they’ll have to fix the weather by changing the filters of the cameras, to make it look darker, and turn on some sprinklers for the rain.  Then there will need to be special effects of blood and bruises.  Either a lot of make up is going to have to be used, or animation.  There are a lot of wounds, sword fights, and battle scenes where they will have to use fake blood, makeup, and animated sprays of blood.  This especially goes for some of the torture scenes with Richard and Denna.  Richard is going to have many bruises and bloody wounds. 

8. To what audience would you target this film? How would you rate this film? Why?


The movie, Wizard’s First Rule, would be made in particular for teenagers and adults.

 This would not be a movie for young children to watch because there is some violence and mild sexual content.   The villain, Darken Rahl, is a very evil man who murders people in horrible ways.   This may frighten children.  Children should not be allowed to view these images, which are too dark, frightening and sophisticated for them to watch.   This is why teenagers and adults would be the best option.  Teenagers and adults will be swept away into this dark tale and will absolutely love the goodness, the evil, the passion, the turmoil, and the glory that is portrayed in this film.  Therefore, this movie would be rated PG-13.  

9. If you could cast yourself as a character in the book, who would you be and why?


If I was able to cast myself as one of the characters from the book, Wizard’s First Rule,

I would be Kahlan Amnell, the Mother Confessor.  Kahlan is such a beautiful, strong and brave woman. I wish I had her strength and courage.  She always stays on target and does what is best for everyone.  She protects the ones she loves, even if it means hurting herself.  She is very passionate and loves Richard deeply.   I would love Richard, too, if I were in her shoes.

Kahlan is very friendly and nice.  She would not harm anyone, and is very loyal to her friends.  I feel I can relate to Kahlan.  She and I know the true meaning of friendship and what an important value it is to have in your life.  Friends are worth fighting for.  Kahlan has many friends who would die in order to protect her because they love her.

