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1. Select three different locations for filming and explain the significance of each to          the plot.


The three main locations I would use to film this movie would all be in Southern California. This is where the story takes place, except for minor flashbacks or references during interrogations, etc. The first location would be Savannah’s house. Savannah is the main character in this book. She isn’t terribly well-off, but lives life well. She often has company over and cooks every hour of the day. Her house should be medium sized, built for at most a family of three, yet she always seems to host more. It needs to be quaint, but not old-fashioned. This place is where a large piece of the book takes place. This is where Savannah and Dirk are assisted by their friends in solving the case. Also, a bunch of thinking occurs here, as to where the kidnapped girl is and who kidnapped her. The second location would have to be in an old beat-up pick-up truck. This truck belongs to Dirk Coulter, the detective Savannah is assisting in the book. This location is important because this is where a majority of the important interrogations take place, and a bunch of the crime solving. The truck is where the main characters reflect on their information to try and decipher what is important and what isn’t. The third location is at the Dante’s house. This house should probably reside in Hampton. The rich neighborhood would be adequately provided in such an area. This house must be humongous; a mansion at least. This place is where a murder was committed, motives are uncovered, and questions answered. This mansion does not, however, reside along the coast, but has a pool, spacious back-yard, and long, grand hallways.

2. Would you choose to film this movie in color or black and white? Why?


The idea I have for this movie is a terrible cliché, but I plan on working so that it doesn’t seem to repeat itself. I would like the movie to be in color, but have the flashbacks in black and white. I would, however, work the camera so that the flashback is a vignette and seems fuzzy like an old film when someone is remembering something. Plus, when the detectives in the movie look back on information referred to in a flashback, it comes to them as a montage of these fuzzy films. If a character was questioned about something from a flashback, they would appear in it, in full color asking the question out loud. This story wouldn’t make too much sense in black and white; it is a mystery that probably occurred recently judging by various references to recent happenings. Such as the new phones mentioned the way in which Dirk’s 1994 truck is described as “old” and “decreped.” The black and white would assist in the audience understanding what exactly is happening and when things are in a flashback. 

3. What characters would you not include in the film? Explain why you have cut them out of the film version.


To tell the truth, whilst reading this book, it occurred to me that there aren’t many extra characters. They all are important in some way. There are a few really minor characters, like an extra cop at the station near the end of the book that has one line. She isn’t needed. Savannah is in this detective group with her friends who just like to solve mysteries and actually have no jurisdiction whatsoever; except for the fact that Detective Dirk is sweet on Savannah, and lets her tag along. Some of Savannah’s friends in the agency have nothing important to say, so they can be excluded. You may think that Savannah’s friend Tammy could be excluded from the book, but that’s not true. Tammy finds Daisy, and helps figure out what happens to her beforehand. She find blueprints of abandoned cages used for hunting, and sees that they are on the Dante’s property. This leads the crew to find Daisy. She also accesses Daisy’s phone records with some hacking to help Savannah with the problem of finding the right person to talk to. Honestly, every one else needs to be in the movie. 

4. What actor(s)/actress(es) would you cast as the main characters? Why?


Two main characters make up this book: Savannah Reid and Dirk Coulter, with supporting roles of about seven, making a total of nine. In my opinion, the part of Savannah should be played by Nikki Blonsky. She best fits the description of the character: white, overweight, dark brown hair, smiley, about the age, and makeup can help the rest. She has a face that always seems to be smiling, and she looks good doing so. Her smile could put you in a good mood. She can easily play a nice girl, but can act angry if that is what is called for in the scene. Savannah is almost motherly, and I think, based on her acting in Hairspray, she could play this part. Dirk Coulter the detective should be played by Timothy Hutton. He fits the role perfectly: sarcastic, right age, and looks like him. In the show Nero Wolf, he played a sarcastic gofer. I think he is a fantastic actor based on that part. The grandmother in the story should most definitely be played by Meryl Streep. Meryl is such an amazing actress, and could play the sassy southern lady character. She also looks the right age, and is similar in stature. The grandmother should be short, but I think Meryl may be a little tall. Pam, the mother of the kidnapped girl should be played by Lea Thompson. She fits the role pretty well also, with the red hair, aged, pretty, and average weight. Lea is a good older actor. She has played, among many things, many moms. This makes me believe that people find her very loving and caring. She has a nice face, and an easy smile. Lea has also played some dirtier roles where her character wasn’t so pretty and dainty. She could play a hard working mother easily. Daisy, was a difficult choice, this character plays a big role in the film, but she actually isn’t in it all that much. The reason that this would be a hard choice is because there aren’t many famous plump young actresses out there. To play the devil’s advocate, I would choose an up and coming star for her. She would have to be slightly overweight, almost fat, dark red hair, approximately five foot nine, but beautiful. Andrew Dante should be played by Kiefer Sutherland. He is approximately the correct age, mid- to late 40’s. He also looks the part. I think he has the acting abilities to portray an unfaithful, rich man. He has played very dramatic roles, very action-packed roles, and some tender ones, too. Put all those together and I think you will get this role in the film. If he put all his talent together it would work. Kiki plays a girl, a follower of Tiffy, the guilty party. Kiki however doesn’t like what was done to Daisy. She is the one that almost lets everything out. In the book she is described as a dark-haired, young beauty. Some people refer to the character as an “exotic beauty.” I believe Rosario Dawson should play this part. She is foreign looking and pretty. Her eyes are similar to a cat’s with a darker skin tone, not African, but maybe South American, or Greek, this exactly what she needs to be to play this role. With a little help in the make-up department, I think she could play an 18 year old girl. She is young looking, but not that young. Bunny is the other clone in Tiffy’s group. She actually tries and wants to look like Tiffy. I think Blake Lively should play as her in this movie. From what I’ve seen, Blake can act as a lot of preppy, pretty, princess-like girls. This part is just that. Robyn, the second wife of Andrew Dante, step-mother of Kiki, should be played by Charlize Theron. The mother is supposed to be young, almost as young as the daughter, beautiful, but in the background. Robyn does play a huge part in the movie, but the character is nonchalant, but powerful. When I read the book, it almost seemed like she helped the characters more than acted. However, I think that Charlize could turn this blah character into a deep, pivotal role. Last, but not least, is the big part of Tiffy. She is the bratty, queen-bee, the kidnapper, and almost murderer. At first I thought Emma Watson would be a good choice, and then I decided that Emma is almost too friendly looking. The part has to be played with a spiked glove covering an iron fist. Kate Bosworth looks the mean part, and could act it, based on her role in The Newcomers as a brat. 

5. What is the major conflict that you would emphasize in the film and why would this appeal to audiences?


The main conflict I would emphasize in this film would be the missing girl and the need to rescue her. Granted, there is also a murder to deal with, but the initial problem is the missing girl, which leads to the dead guy. The dead guy will still be in the movie, but not as important or pivotal as the missing girl. The murder does have importance, but it is the missing girl that started it all. This would appeal to audiences because, firstly it is a mystery and human nature is to figure out the unknown. Also, audiences would flock to this movie because when people go missing, it’s a big deal and people pay attention to it. This is an application of reality onto a screen. This story is not based on an actual happening, but for sure, cases similar to these have probably occurred. This movie is realistic. That appeals to me and I’m sure many other people. 

6. What music would you choose for the soundtrack? Why? Explain fully.


To open, I would pick musak for the background music in the grocery store. Grocery stores always seem to have easy listening in the background, and it would seem too quiet if there wasn’t music. Also, during another early scene, I would put in another catchy jingle for the newscast, which also is important in introducing the characters. Later, when the two are driving through a rich cul-de-sac, the song playing should be “Baby You’re A Rich Man” by the Beatles. This would emphasize the massive incomes of the people whose houses they are driving by. Later on, after the plot unfolds, Savannah is walking through a garden to find the antagonist, Tiffy. The song to be played then is “Colour My World” by Chicago. From there, when the characters Dirk and Savannah are driving away from the house discussing getting old, the perfect music for that part is this jazzy music called “Old Devil Moon” by Miles Davis. When the characters show up at the mother’s house, city ambiance should be playing in the background, like cars driving by, usual city noises. The house isn’t supposed to be very nice, just a home. It isn’t in the good part of town, so maybe some car alarms, throw some rough-part-of-the-town noises in there.  During the scene where the mansion is decorated for Halloween, a loud obnoxious music should be being blared. Thusly “Fingernails” by Skillet would be perfect; it is dark, matching the situation currently going on. Right as Dirk announces an important clue as to what may have happened before Andrew Dante died; the song “Gimme Some Lovin’” by the Blues Brothers will come in to switch the scenes. When the mother announces to everyone that she knows her daughter is alive, the song “The Great Pumpkin Waltz” by Vince Guaraldi will come on, giving a cool, mellow edge to the great happiness surrounding the people. When Savannah goes to visit her friend running the sub shop, the music in the background is Latino, “Old Arrival” by Tito Puente, to add an upbeat ness to the story. When they visit the tattoo parlor, some really heavy metal should be played in the background. This part is a parody I added to put some humor into the story, so the song I chose was “The Metal” by Tenacious D. When they discover that Daisy is alive, the song “I’m Alive” by Kenny Chesney should be played to play up the miracle that has just occurred. Soon after that, the book ends, the credits are playing with “A Little Help from My Friends” by the Beatles. Daisy rubbed people the right way, it seemed, so this ending song fit. 

7. What special affects would you need? Explain fully.


All in all, this movie doesn’t have any explosions or anything totally out there. There is a scene in which a man is impaled by a spike, and there is blood everywhere. That is one of the few scenes I could really see any special effects in. For the gory scene, I could see special effects people putting in extra blood when the actor may already be covered in it, but I don’t want it to be too gory for people to watch. It will only be a clip, and probably won’t show a direct shot of the spike and blood. There is another scene where a girl has been kept in a horse-sized cage for about five days. It’s supposed to be disgusting, but I think that could be done with make-up and props. A little extra grunge may be added for affect. Another shot would be in the various car scenes. This could be done in a studio with a green screen. 

8. To what audience would you target this film? How would you rate this film? Why? 

I would target young adults and adult mystery lovers with this movie. There isn’t much gore, so I would never consider this a thriller or anything of the type. It isn’t really an adventure movie. This is strictly a mystery. There is a little drama, as I’m sure there always has and always will be in mysteries, pertaining to the murder/theft, etc. The book itself wasn’t that hard of a read, so I would consider young adults to be interested in this movie. Some of the topics involved in the case, however, would be considered more mature, but nothing really too sick or grotesque for an “Adult Only” rating.  I would rate this film as PG-13 for language and a scene of gore and violence. There is a bunch of nasty language, coinciding with the case, and that one scene with the man impaled with the spike involving gore. In the process of solving the case, during the flashbacks, the detectives will think through each and every possible outcome, which will involve showing the scenes of violence, but not ever an overpowering amount of blood. For example, the movie will show the man being impaled, which is violent, but will be filmed at in such an angle as not to give out the killer, and at the same time, not show all the blood. 

9. If you could cast yourself as a character in the book, which would you be and why? Explain fully. 


This question is the one I’ve been pondering about. The character I am most similar to would be Detective Dirk Coulter. Det. Dirk Coulter is a pretty sarcastic guy, border-line mean. I would not refer to myself as mean per se, however, most of his mannerisms I can see myself do in my daily life-style; for instance, running every day. I also eat healthy (as best a teenager can), and have issues sleeping. The most of the cuts he dishes out on people, I find really funny. He is an icy person, but it just takes someone to know him well enough to know how to handle the things he says. This also holds true in my case. Only some of my closer friends really understand my jokes and the way I go about people. Most people just assume I am a jerk. I just treat people differently. However, I couldn’t easily cast myself as him, seeing that he is a he and I am a she. A role I could easily play would be the main character, Savannah Reid; however, I am not like her in too many ways. Her character has a pretty common persona, which would be easy to play. Savannah Reid I could easily play, as I assume most other people could. She is nice, compassionate, caring, clever, and a very bad person to be around when she is really angry about something. She is an easy Type A personality, but just a little nicer. Anybody could play her role, but to play it well someone else would have to do. I could play either, but the part that would come naturally to me would be Dirk’s. 

