	Information Literacy, Technology & Problem-Based Learning 

	Lesson / Unit Plan Template


	Your name: 

Kimberly Sprecher



	Title: 

Travel Brochure



	Short Summary:

This unit will cover research, reporting, editing, drafting, and technology to create a professional winter safety brochure using Microsoft Publisher.



	Your objectives: 
Students will create a Travel Brochure using Microsoft Publisher.  Students will learn proper researching techniques, evaluation of web sites and material, note taking, citing sources using MLA, Publisher, and graphic arts.  Students will use the Big 6 steps in beginning the project, during the project, and I will use Big 6 to evaluate the project.



	State standards covered (please include Information & Technology Literacy Standards):

The following standards will be covered by this lesson.  These standards are for Media and Technology and for English/Language Arts for Wisconsin.  To see a detailed list of standards for grade levels please visit the following web site.

http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/dpi/standards/ 

Media and Technology

· Use common media and technology terminology and equipment

· Identify and use common media formats

· Use a computer and productivity software to organize and create information

· Use a computer and communications software to access and transmit information

· Use media and technology to create and present information

· Evaluate the use of media and technology in a production or presentation

Information and Inquiry

· Define the need for information

· Develop information seeking strategies

· Locate and access information sources

· Evaluate and select information from a variety of print, nonprint, and electronic formats

· Record and organize information

· Interpret and use information to solve the problem or answer the question

· Communicate the results of research and inquiry in an appropriate format

· Evaluate the information product and process

Independent Learning

· Pursue information related to various dimensions of personal well-being and academic success

· Appreciate and derive meaning from literature and other creative expressions of information

· Develop competence and selectivity in reading, listening, and viewing

· Demonstrate self-motivation and increasing responsibility for their learning

The Learning Community

· Participate productively in workgroups or other collaborative learning environments

· Use information, media, and technology in a responsible manner

· Respect intellectual property rights

· Recognize the importance of intellectual freedom and access to information in a democratic society

English/Language Arts Standards for Wisconsin

Standards Covered in Winter Safety Brochure Unit

A. READING/LITERATURE

Content Standard

Students in Wisconsin will read and respond to a wide range of writing to build an understanding of written materials, of themselves, and of others.

Rationale

Reading is a complex, interactive process that continues to be a primary means of acquiring and using information. Society regards reading as essential to daily living. Because reading is fundamental to the mastery of other school subjects, students at all levels must learn to understand what they read. They must know and use various strategies--ways of unlocking the meaning of words and larger blocks of text--to become successful readers.

B. WRITING

Content Standard

Students in Wisconsin will write clearly and effectively to share information and knowledge, to influence and persuade, to create and entertain.

Rationale

Written communication skills are central to learning. Whether in academic life, in the workplace, or in personal life, they offer a powerful advantage in a world in which people must constantly learn new information. To become confident and effective writers, students need to learn how to write for various purposes and audiences. They need to try different approaches and to reconsider what they have written through revision and editing. To ensure that their writing is understood and well-received, students need a working knowledge of language as well as grammatical structures, diction and usage, punctuation, spelling, layout, and presentation. This knowledge is also invaluable for discussing, critiquing, revising, and editing written communication in almost any form.

D. LANGUAGE

Content Standard

Students in Wisconsin will apply their knowledge of the nature, grammar, and variations of American English.

Rationale

The essential basis of English language arts is language. Language exists in many variations, and the ability to use it well is frequently a source of power, respect, and financial success. However, if students are unaware of how language works, they may be unable to use it effectively.

E. MEDIA AND TECHNOLOGY

Content Standard

Students in Wisconsin will use media and technology critically and creatively to obtain, organize, prepare and share information; to influence and persuade; and to entertain and be entertained.

Rationale

In a technological world in which thought is increasingly dominated by media, such as newspapers, magazines, radio, television, movies, computer software, and electronic networks, students need to understand the impact of media on daily life. To use media effectively students must be able to evaluate information and match the information with the appropriate medium for a specific audience. In order to do this, they must recognize how communication changes from one medium to another.

F. RESEARCH AND INQUIRY

Content Standard

Students in Wisconsin will locate, use, and communicate information from a variety of print and nonprint materials.

Rationale
Students acquire a wide range of abilities and tools for raising questions, investigating ideas, and solving problems. Research involves posing interesting and important questions, using multiple sources of information, analyzing and relating facts and concepts, and arriving at conclusions or new understandings (adapted from the national Standards for the English Language Arts).



	Local standards (if applicable):



	Estimated time or timeline:

This will be completed in 10 Class Days.

	Problem or Question to be addressed (How will you set up and engage your students?):
You have been hired by Small World travel agency to create a travel brochure that will be highlighted for a month.  This brochure is an all inclusive package special put on by the travel agency.  The goal of the brochure is to have a customer request the package and the vacation is already planned out including transportation, airfare, lodging, and one flat fee that will cover all expenses, including the commission for the travel agency.  The brochure needs to entice the customer and be informative.



	Process  (What steps are necessary to carry out the plan?  This element will include how you get the students hooked and follow through to the summative or final assessment, including all steps of the Big6( information process and ways students will be following copyright guidelines / citations, etc.)

Day One: Step One of Big 6

Task Assessment

Objectives: 


Students will understand the steps of the Big 6 Problem Based

 Learning Process. 


Students will understand the expectations of the project.


Students will understand the problem/situation (Step One of Big 6).


Students will understand what a brochure is and what its aims and 

purposes are through evaluation of professional brochures.

Class Time Required:

 One class period

Class Situations:  

Part One: The students will receive information on the Big 6 Project Based Learning Steps.  (Assignment Organizer for Grades 7-12 Handout) We will go over the steps as a class.  The students will receive their situation and the class and teacher will go over the situation and how it fits in with the Big 6 Step One. Also, students will receive a Time Line for the Project. 

Part Two: The students will brainstorm what a Professional brochure entails and what type of formatting would be most appropriate. Students will then break into groups to analyze professional brochures. Have “stations” ready to go so that students may move around the room to evaluate different brochures. The third part of the class is to come together to share group findings of the professional brochures.

Materials Needed:

Professional Brochures.  These can be found at many restaurants, tourist areas, hospitals, schools, etc.  Bring several different types for comparison and evaluation.

Lesson:

1. Hand out Task Sheet



Go over assignment with students and how it relates to the Big 

6 Process.

2. Hand out Grading Rubric

This is the same rubric that student work will be evaluated with.  Go over criteria with students. Answer Questions.  Rubric is a design of the Six plus One Traits of Writing.

3. Break into groups of four students.

Students will use the evaluation form to “grade” professional brochures.  Have each group evaluate a minimum of three different brochures.

4. Come together as a class and discuss the grades for the brochures.  Have students be able to justify their grades and comments with specific examples.

Assessment: 

 All class discussion and evaluation sheets.

Day Two: Step Two of Big 6
Information Seeking Strategies

Objective:


Students will begin Step Two of the Big 6.


Students will have a better understanding of how to research.


Students will have a better understanding of how to note take.


Students will understand the impact of Plagiarism.


Students will understand the structure of MLA.


Students will understand how to locate information in the use of 

MLA.

Class Time Required:


One Class Period

Class Situations:


All Class Discussion

Lesson:

1. Class Discussion on the Importance of Citing Sources and Plagiarism.

2. Introduce the MLA style ( Works Cited, In text Documentation)

3. Show sample of College Paper on how citing works

4. Show samples of different resources for MLA documentation.

5. Discuss Note Taking

6. Have students in groups take and article and write take notes on it along 
with writing and MLA citation for the notes they took.

7. Discuss results of exercise with students.

Materials Needed:


Copies of College Paper, MLA use resources, MLA Handbook, short article for note taking practice, Note taking Template.

          Web sites for MLA documentation:

                      http://webster.commnet.edu/mla/index.shtml
                      http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocMLA.html
           Online Article for Note taking and documentation practice

                      http://www.lifestorywriting.com/snail.htm
Assessment:


Teacher Observation of class participation and discussion with questions.

Day Three: Steps 3 and 4 of Big 6

Location and Access
Objective: 

Students will understand researching techniques and how to determine information to be used.

Students will evaluate web sites on their authenticity.

Students will understand the basic use of the brochure template in Publisher.

Students will be introduced to Note taking in Power Point.

Class Time Required:  

One class period

Class Situations: 

Class will be held in the computer lab.

Note: Researching Techniques can be found at the following websites:

http://www.pvc.maricopa.edu/lac/guest/txtnotes.html

A good site on notetaking.  It does however assume that students own the books.  Make sure you review this first before giving it to students.

http://www.ipl.org/teen/aplus/infosearch.htm
A very good site on how to research in the library and online.  This site has different types of researching in different links

http://nuevaschool.org/~debbie/library/research/research.html
This site has MLA documentation.  Students will need to document sources of information.  This site allows students to put type in the information they have and then have it translated into MLA style to cut and paste into their document.  

Lesson:

This will be an alternating Demonstration then Hands On Activity structure.

1. Discuss what makes a useful web site.  Have several web sites handy for all class use.  

2. In groups of two, have students go to selected web sites and evaluate them with the provided rubric.

3. Class discussion of the authenticity of the Web sites.

4. Open Power Point and demonstrate how to set up a Power Point Presentation for their note taking.

5. Have students set up Power Points for Note taking.

6. Open Publisher and demonstrate the basics of Publisher.

7. Have students set up basic template for the brochure and save to their account.

Materials Needed:


Computer Projector, a list of sites for evaluation (a hot list would work well for this), rubric for web site evaluation, 

Students should be allowed to explore the Publisher program and to learn the Publisher Program with hands on experience.  For a tutorial on Publisher, you can get help from Publisher Help at:


http://www.bcschools.net/staff/PublisherHelp.htm
Another good online tutorial is:

http://170.183.222.114/MSPUBTRN/mspubtrn.htm
Assessment: 


Teacher observation of discussion participation and understanding, Power Point set up, and Publisher set up.

Day Four: Steps 3 and 4 of Big 6

Location and Access
Objective: 


Students will continue gathering information using online resources.

Class Time Required:  

One class period

Class Situations:


Students will be in the computer lab with Internet access.

Lesson:


Step 2 of Big 6

Students will be allowed the class hour to research information online for their brochure.   The teacher may want to create a hotlist to assist students in finding information for the project.  Hotlists can be created at www.filamentality.com
Assessment: 


Teacher Observation of information gathering techniques used

Day Five: Step 5 of Big 6
Synthesis

Objective:


Students will compile and organize information in Power Point.


Students will begin to design a rough draft of the brochure.

Class Time Required:


One Class Period

Materials:

Students will be in the computer Lab and will have the hour to work.

Lesson:

Step 2 of Big 6

1. Direct students to begin organizing their information and designing the rough draft of the brochure.  What information will you include and what information will you discard? What types of graphics will you place on the brochure and where?
The teacher’s role is to guide students in the design of the brochure and be available to answer questions.

Assessment:


Teacher observation of rough design of brochure.

Days Six, Seven, and Eight: Steps 3, 4, and 5 of Big 6

Objective:


Students will research, write, and design brochure.

Class Time Required:


Three Full Class Periods

Classroom Situations:

Classes will be held in the computer labs.  All students should have access to Microsoft Publisher.

Materials Needed: 

31/2” Floppy (Teacher’s choice. You can supply the disk or have students bring their own)

Lesson:


Students will be allowed the full time of three class periods to create and design their travel brochures. 

The teacher’s role in these lessons is to guide students in the creation of the brochure and be available to answer questions.

Assessment: 

 Teacher observation of students performance

Note: an aid to help keeping students on track is the Group Participation Form found at:

http://www.teach-nology.com/cgi-bin/teamwork.cgi
Day Nine: Step 6

Evaluation
Objective: 



Students will peer evaluate brochures using rubric provided at the beginning of the project.


Students will reflect on the Project and the use of Big 6

Class Time Required:


One class period

Materials:


Evaluation Sheets

Class Situation:


All Class Discussion

Lesson:

1. Have students reflect on the assignment:

What problems did you encounter?

What did you like about the assignment?

What did you not like about the assignment?

What skills did you find yourself using?

What improvements could be made on this lesson?

How did Big 6 help you (or not) in completing this lesson?

Write answers on board and discuss.  This is a great way to improve the lesson for next time.

2. Have students peer evaluate the brochures using the evaluation form.  

3. Bring class together to discuss what they liked and didn’t like in the brochures they saw. 

Note: These should be general comments, not pointing to any one student.

Assessment:


Class Discussion and Evaluation.

Day 10: Steps 5 and 6

Synthesis and Evaluation
Objective:


Students will use the comments and suggestions from the peer evaluation to make improvements on the brochure.

Lesson:


Students will have the hour in the computer lab to complete the brochure.


The brochure will be due at the end of the hour.


The teacher will be available for quick comments and improvement suggestions that can be completed by the end of the hour.



	Assessment plan (attach rubric, scoring guide, etc.): 

Brochure

Six Traits of Writing

Evaluation

Scale:

5 - Very Good
4 - Good
3 - Fair
2 -Poor 
1 - What Happened?

Score each trait 1-5 for the brochure according to the above scale.  Give comments when appropriate.

I. Idea Development


_____ Heading relevant to over all purpose


_____ Ideas relevant to the purpose


_____ Material is accurate and helpful


_____ Each section is developed with details and examples.


_____ Minimum of two-thirds of brochure is text based.

II. Organization


_____ Prioritized information is shown visually.  Ex: bullets, numbering


_____ Sequence of action used.

III. Voice


_____ Vivid, interesting language used to keep reader reading


_____ Compelling language use to inspire action

IV. Word Choice


_____ Precise, vivid words provide specific information


_____ Trite, overused words are avoided (a lot, stuff, get, got)

V. Conventions


_____  Title page with heading, author, and graphic


_____  Six panel format is used


___/20 Writing is correct with no errors (1 pt deducted for each error)


_____  Visual elements are effective

Margins are even, Fonts are easy to read, Text is formatted to add not detract from message, overall appearance is neat, clean, and professional, text and graphics are balanced with white space for easy reading or scanning.

VI. Sentence Fluency 

_____ Text is easy to read and understand.

_____Text follows a pattern.

Total Score ___________/ 100



	Assistive technology or modifications:

    All technology used for this unit is available in the Computer Lab.  Lab use has already been reserved.

No modifications or assistive technology will be needed.



	Materials & Resources:

Materials and Resources for each day of the unit are listed under that particular day.  
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