ANSWER KEY: SHORT ANSWER STUDY QUESTIONS

The Cask of Amontillado

1. Why did Montresor decide to kill Fortunato?
"The thousand injuries of Fortunato I had borne as I best could; but when he ventured

upon insult, I vowed revenge."

2. What is ironic about Fortunato's name?

He is not fortunate at all.

3. What was Fortunato's weak point, and how did Montresor capitalize on it?

Fortunato loved wines and considered himself a great connoisseur. Montresor invited

him to help identify his rare Amontillado wine.

4. How does Montresor insure Fortunato will come along?

He insinuates that Luchesi can test it for him since Fortunato seems busy. Montresor

knows Fortunato won't miss a chance to taste the rare wine and prove his

connoisseurship.

5. Why does Fortunato continue underground among the catacombs when the nitre is making his cough worse?

Montresor invites Fortunato to stop and turn back but he mentions that Luchesi could

help him instead. He knows that Fortunato's pride will keep him going.

6. As they continue, what does Montresor offer to Fortunato? Why?

He offers him wine. He says it will "defend them from the damps." Actually, he is getting

Fortunato drunk.

7. What "sign" of the masons did Montresor give Fortunato?

He showed a trowel.

8. What did Montresor do to Fortunato when they reached the recess where the Amontillado was supposed to be?

He followed him and chained him to a granite wall.

9. Why didn't Fortunato resist?

He was dumbfounded and drunk.

10. How did Montresor kill Fortunato?

He bricked-up the recess so there was no hope of escape for Fortunato, and he allowed

the nitre and natural causes to do the rest.

11. Why did Montresor's "heart grow sick"?

"On account of the dampness in the catacombs" (not because of the murder).

12. In the last portion of the story, Montresor often repeats Fortunato's words. What effect does this have?

It shows his cold heartedness -- perhaps his madness. We know Montresor says the same

words with a different tone.

13. What is ironic about the trowel?

It is a sign of the Masons and Montresor uses it to wall-in Fortunato just after Fortunato

claims Montresor is not good enough to be a Mason. (Actually, Montresor is a very good

"mason.")

14. How does Montresor have a "double personality"?

He shows one side, an ordinary, friendly, rational side, to Fortunato. But, he has another

side which is mad/irrational which we see towards the end of the story.

15. What is ironic about the time of the murder?

It is carnival time, a happy time when one would not expect such a bizarre murder.

16. What gothic elements are present in this story?

There are many gothic elements: catacombs/bodies, large old mansion, distant time,

life/death.

17. What does the first person narrative technique add to the story?

It helps to get the reader involved. We don't get any information except that from the

mind of the narrator (however perverse that may be!) It also helps create suspense

