STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS

The Cask of Amontillado

1. Why did Montresor decide to kill Fortunato?

2. What is ironic about Fortunato's name?

3. What was Fortunato's weak point, and how did Montresor capitalize on it?

4. How does Montresor insure Fortunato will come along?

5. Why does Fortunato continue underground among the catacombs when the nitre is

 making his cough worse?

6. As they continue, what does Montresor offer to Fortunato? Why?

7. What "sign" of the masons did Montresor give Fortunato?

8. What did Montresor do to Fortunato when they reached the recess where the

 Amontillado was supposed to be?

9. Why didn't Fortunato resist?

10. How did Montresor kill Fortunato?

11. Why did Montresor's "heart grow sick"?

12. In the last portion of the story, Montresor often repeats Fortunato's words. What 

effect does this have?

13. What is ironic about the trowel?

14. How does Montresor have a "double personality"?

15. What is ironic about the time of the murder?

16. What gothic elements are present in this story?

17. What does the first person narrative technique add to the story?

