STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS

The Masque of Red Death

1. What was The Red Death?

2. Why did Prince Prospero gather 1,000 of his subjects into his castle?

3. How many rooms were there in use the night of the masquerade ball? What were their

respective colors?

4. For what did the orchestra pause each hour?

5. Why did the newly arrived masked figure draw attention?

6. What was Prince Prospero's reaction to the figure?

7. Who unmasked the figure?

8. How did the story end?

9. What is the moral of the story?

10. What single effect was Poe conveying with this story?

11. In what ways can one see a gothic influence in The Masque of Red Death?

12. Where is the climax of the story?

13. Explain the significance of Prince Prospero's name.

14. Explain the significance of "three thousand and six hundred seconds of the Time that 

flies."

