QUIZ QUESTIONS 



Name: _________________________

The Cask of Amontillado
________1. Why did Montresor decide to kill Fortunato?

A. Montresor decided to kill Fortunato because Fortunato had stolen a large sum of money from him and refused to repay it.

B. Montresor decided to kill Fortunato because Fortunato wanted to marry his sister. Montresor was very jealous and possessive, and didn't want his sister to marry anyone.

C. Montresor decided to kill Fortunato because Fortunato had insulted him.

D. Montresor decided to kill Fortunato because he simple wanted to have the experience of killing someone.

________2. Fortunato's name implies that he is fortunate, although he is really not. What literary form is this?

A. This is alliteration.

B. This is irony.

C. This is foreshadowing.

D. This is exaggeration.

________3. What was Fortunato's weak point, and how did Montresor capitalize on it?

A. Fortunato loved going to the theater, so Montresor invited him to a play, knowing they would be out late.

B. Fortunato loved wines and considered himself a connoisseur.

C. Fortunato loved money. Montresor offered to pay him to help repair the wine cellar, and Fortunato agreed.

D. Fortunato loved dancing. Montresor told him he was having a party the next week, and asked Fortunato to teach him some dance steps.

________4. How does Montresor insure Fortunato will come along?

A. He cries and begs, because he knows Fortunato has a soft heart.

B. He also invites a woman in whom Fortunato is interested.

C. He offers to pay Fortunato a large sum of money.

D. He insinuates that Luchesi can complete the task if Fortunato is busy. He knows Fortunato won't miss a chance to prove his capabilities.

________5. Why does Fortunato continue underground among the catacombs when the nitre is making his cough worse?

A. He is too proud to turn back and let someone else finish the task.

B. He is too drunk to notice that he is coughing.

C. He loves Montresor, and doesn't want to disappoint him.

D. He is secretly afraid of the dark, and doesn't want to go back alone.

________6. As they continue, what does Montresor offer to Fortunato? Why?

A. He offers him an extra candle to ally his fears.

B. He offers him a blanket to keep warm. He doesn't want Fortunato to give up.

C. He offers him wine to defend him from the dampness. He is actually getting Fortunato drunk.

D. He offers him half of the wine in his cellar. He does this to prove to himself that Fortunato is greedy.

________7. What "sign" of the masons did Montresor give Fortunato?

A. He showed a trowel.

B. He showed a bag of cement.

C. He showed a hammer.

D. He showed a chisel.

________8. What did Montresor do to Fortunato when they reached the recess where the Amontillado was supposed to be?

A. Montresor hit Fortunato over the head with a bottle of the wine and then tied him to a chair.

B. Montresor tripped Fortunato and chained him to the floor when he fell.

C. Montresor stabbed Fortunato several times and locked him in a vault.

D. Montresor followed Fortunato and chained him to a granite wall.

________9. Why didn't Fortunato resist?

A. He was too frightened.

B. He was dumbfounded and drunk.

C. He thought Montresor was just joking.

D. He thought if he didn't resist at first, he could catch Montresor by surprise later.

________10. How did Montresor kill Fortunato?

A. He forced him to drink poisoned wine.

B. He beat him to death with some stays from one of the oak wine barrels.

C. He bricked up the recess so there was no hope of escape.

D. He stabbed him through the heart.

________11. Why did Montresor's "heart grow sick?"

A. He regretted what he had done to Fortunato.

B. He realized he could never come into his wine cellar again, and he knew he would miss having the wine.

C. He didn't like the dampness in the catacombs.

D. He suddenly became overpowered by the nitre and had a heart attack.

________12. In the last portion of the story, Montresor often repeats Fortunato's words. What effect does this have?

A. It shows his cold-heartedness, perhaps his madness.

B. It focuses the reader's attention on the climax of the story.

C. It gives the reader a felling of pity for both of the characters.

D. It shows Fortunato's increasing sobriety.

________13. What is ironic about the trowel?

A. Fortunato had given it to Montresor several years before as a gift, and now Montresor was using it to kill him.

B. It is such a small tool to do such a large and horrible job.

C. It was the tool of entombment, but it could also have been the tool of escape.

D. It is a sign of the Mason and Montresor used it just after Fortunato claimed Montresor was not good enough to be a Mason.

________14. Montresor shows one ordinary, friendly side to Fortunato. But, he has another side which is mad/irrational toward the end of the story. What does this show?

A. It shows Poe's skill at character development.

B. It shows things are not always as they seem.

C. It shows Montresor's double personality.

D. It shows how one person (Fortunato) can bring out the worst in another (Montresor).

________15. What is ironic about the time of the murder?

A. It happened on the anniversary of the day Montresor and Fortunato first met each other.

B. It is carnival time, a happy time.

C. It is Lent, a holy season when people atone for their sins.

D. It is Fortunato's birthday.

________16. There are may gothic elements present in this story. Which of these is not a gothic element?

A. The use of catacombs is not a gothic element.

B. The use of a large, old mansion is not a gothic element.

C. The use of wine and other alcoholic beverages is not a gothic element.

D. The contrast between life and death is not a gothic element.

________17. What does the first person narrative technique add to this story?

A. It helps get the reader involved and it helps creates suspense.

B. It is a change from Poe's usual third person narrative, so readers who have read many of his stories will be introduced to a new approach, and won't get bored with his style.

C. It keeps us focused on the narrator instead of on the unfortunate victim. 

D. It is easier to follow the main character's motive.

