QUIZ QUESTIONS 



Name: _________________________

The Masque of Red Death
________1. What was the Red Death?

A. It was an algae contamination that turned all of the water red. Anyone who drank the water died.

B. It was a series of brutal, bloody murders. The murders always left a red handkerchief at the scene of the crime.

C. It was a highly contagious disease.

D. It was a red rope that the at the prince always used to hang his enemies.

________2. Why did Prince Prospero gather 1,000 of his subjects into his castle?

A. He wanted them to witness the baptism of his youngest son.

B. He wanted to save those in his kingdom who had not yet died from the Red Death.

C. He knew the peasants were planning a revolt. He wanted to have as many of his followers as possible near him for protection.

D. He needed money. He was holding them captive until their family members paid large ransoms.

________3. How many rooms were in use the night of the masquerade ball?

A. Eighteen rooms were in use.

B. Thirty rooms were in use.

C. One hundred twenty rooms were in use.

D. Seven rooms were in use.

________4. In most of the rooms, the stained glass windows were of the same color as the rest of the decorations. In which room were the windows a different color?

A. They were different in the red room.

B. They were different in the black room.

C. They were different in the purple room.

D. They were different in the white room.

________5. For what did the orchestra pause each hour?

A. They paused for the striking of the ebony clock.

B. They paused for the blessing of the hour by the priest.

C. They paused for refreshments.

D. They paused to let the Prince play a tune on the piano.

________6. Why did the newly masqued figure draw attention?

A. It had only a right arm and a left leg.

B. It had real blood flowing from several wounds.

C. It was dressed as a corpse of someone who had died of the Read Death.

D. It arrived in a fine coach with several servants. It refused to speak to anyone.

________7. What was Prince Prosper's reaction to the figure?

A. He bellowed that someone should unmask the figure.

B. He treated the figure like royalty.

C. He ordered his guards to kill the figure.

D. He urged the other guests to ignore the uninvited intruder.

________8. What did the other guests realize when they went into the black room?

A. The figure was really the Princess, playing a trick on them.

B. They were locked in and could not escape--the Price had tricked them!

C. They could see that it was morning, and they were safe.

D. They discovered that no tangible form inhabited the costume.

________9. How did the story end?

A. The Prince killed everyone in his rage at the intruder.

B. Everyone in the room contracted the disease and died.

C. The people all panicked. In their panic, they killed one another.

D. The Prince died, but the others survived.

________10. What is the moral of the story?

A. Royalty in itself is not a protection.

B. You can't hide from death.

C. Debauchery in the face of illness will be punished.

D. All men are sinners.

________11. What single effect was Poe trying to convey?

A. He was conveying despair.

B. He was conveying greed.

C. He was conveying horror.

D. He was conveying hatred.

________12. There are many gothic influences in The Masque of the Red Death. Which of these is not a gothic influence?

A. A castle is not a gothic influence.

B. The long ago/far away setting is not a gothic influence.

C. The crossing over of life to death is not a gothic influence.

D. The use of many different colors is not a gothic influence.

________13. Where is the climax of the story?

A. The climax is when the people realize the Red Death has come.

B. The climax is when the others first see the corpse-like figure.

C. The climax is when the last of the guests dies.

D. The climax is when the Prince first sees the figure.

________14. The Prince's name is a play on the word "prosperous." He is in reality a prince without prosperity, without life or a kingdom at the end of the party. What figure of speech does Poe use here?

A. He uses onomatopoeia.

B. He use satire.

C. He uses irony.

D. He uses melodrama.

________15. Explain the significance of "three thousand and six hundred seconds to the Time that flies."

A. Some people, like the prince, are very interested in details.

B. Life's fleeting moments often slip by.

C. Death is a natural part of life.

D. Machines go on even when human life end

