QUIZ QUESTIONS 


Name: _______________________________
The Tell-Tale Heart

________1. How does Poe set the tone for the story in the first paragraph?

A. He uses repetition of words and rhythms to introduce the idea that the narrator is mad.

B. He uses reference to hell to show that the narrator is evil.

C. He uses references to disease to portray the narrator as sickly.

D. He uses questions to show that the narrator is insecure.

________2. What was the relationship between the old man and the narrator?

A. The narrator hated the man.

B. The narrator didn't know the man; he had been hired to do the killing.

C. The narrator loved the man.

D. They had been business partners, but the old man cheated the narrator. Now he wanted to get even.

________3. Why did the narrator decide to murder the old man?

A. He wanted to steal the old man's fortune.

B. He thought he heard the voice of the devil telling him to do it.

C. He was afraid the old man would kill him if he had a chance.

D. He didn't like the old man's eye; it reminded him of a vulture.

________4. The narrator uses several examples to tell us he is not mad. Which of these is 

not one of the examples?

A. He proceeded wisely and cautiously.

B. He made sure he wore black clothes.

C. He was patient when entering the room.

D. He took precautions to conceal the body.

________5. The more the author tells us he is not mad, the more obvious it becomes to us, the readers, that he is mad. Of what literary device is this an example?

A. Foreshadowing

B. Personification

C. Irony

D. Alliteration

________6. "I knew what the old man felt, and pitied him, although I chuckled at heart." What did the old man feel?

A. He felt fear at hearing and sensing another person in his bedroom.

B. He felt lonely, because there was no one to call for help.

C. He felt old, realizing that he could not hear or see well.

D. He felt tired and dizzy because he had been awakened from a sound sleep.

________7. Why did the narrator "chuckle at heart?"

A. He had a good sense of humor.

B. He laughed silently so as not to make noise.

C. He was truly mad, taking delight in another man's fear.

D. He was really nervous, and chuckling relieved his tension.

________8. What was the narrator's reaction as he gazed upon the old man's vulture eye?

A. It mad him sad.

B. It made him nostalgic.

C. It made him tranquil.

D. It made him furious.

________9. What finally forced the narrator to leap into the room?

A. He thought he heard the man getting out of bed and coming towards the door.

B. He couldn't stand the beating of the heart; he thought someone might hear.

C. His lantern was running our of fuel.

D. He heard footsteps in the corridor, and thought someone was coming.

________10. How did the narrator actually kill the old man?

A. He drove a knife through his eye and into his brain.

B. He shot him.

C. He hit him over the head with the lantern.

D. He pulled the bed over and suffocated him.

________11. How does the narrator get rid of the corpse?

A. He dismembers it and puts it under the floorboards.

B. He burns it in the house's furnace.

C. He stuffs it in an old trunk.

D. He leaves it outside for the animals to destroy.

________12. What happened at four o'clock?

A. There was a violent thunderstorm. The narrator thought it was an omen.

B. The housekeeper came upstairs to check on the old man.

C. The police came in response to a call from a neighbor.

D. The narrator realized what he had done and turned himself in.

________13. What was the narrator's reaction to the police?

A. He was afraid, and acted nervous. He told them the old man had a contagious

 disease and couldn't be seen.

B. He was angry. he silently vowed to get rid of the neighbor who had called 

them. He let the police in but did not talk to them.

C. He was calm and greeted them warmly. He invited them in to chat.

D. He was cautious. He pretended that he didn't understand what they wanted. He thought they would leave if they thought he was slow-witted.

________14. In his triumph, what did the narrator do while talking to the police?

A. He sat on the bed he had used to smother the man.

B. He placed his chair right over the floor boards where the body was hidden.

C. He wore the old man's dressing gown.

D. He told them stories about how cruel and strange the old man was.

________15. Why did the narrator confess to murdering the old man?

A. He couldn't stand the beating of the heart.

B. The police found the tub where he had collected the blood.

C. He thought he say the old man's ghost in the doorway.

D. He thought they would be easier on him if he confessed.

________16. What is the climax of the story?

A. The old man's death is the climax.

B. The arrival of the police is the climax.

C. Burying the body is the climax.

D. The narrator's confession is the climax.

________17. Which is most important to Poe's purpose?

A. The murder of the old man is most important.

B. The description of the narrator's mental state is most important.

C. The arrival of the police is most important.

D. The night-time setting is most important.

________18. By repeating key words and phrases, Poe controls the pace of the story, 

increases the tension,and emphasizes the madness of the narrator. Which of these

 is not an example of Poe's use of repetition?

A. For an hour, a whole hour

B. Slowly-very slowly

C. Cautiously--oh, so cautiously

D. Very, very dreadfully nervous

________19. Why is the setting of the Tell-Tale Heart vague?

A. It is based on a true story and Poe didn't want the actual people involved to

 realize he was writing about them.

B. Poe is not really very good at developing settings.

C. The examination of the narrator's mind is most important to Poe.

D. Poe wants the reader to realize that this could happen to anyone.

________20. What did the narrator actually hear?

A. He heard the man's pocket watch.

B. He heard his own heart beating.

C. He heard the floor boards creaking.

D. He heard one of the policemen tapping his foot.

