ANSWER KEY: SHORT ANSWER STUDY QUESTIONS

The Masque of Red Death

1. What was The Red Death?

It was a highly contagious disease.

2. Why did Prince Prospero gather 1,000 of his subjects into his castle?

He wanted to save those in his kingdom who had not yet contracted the disease.

3. How many rooms were there in use the night of the masquerade ball? What were their respective colors?
There were seven rooms: the blue room (eastern), the purple room, the green room, the

orange room, the white room, the violet room and the black (western) room.

4. For what did the orchestra pause each hour?

They paused for the striking of the ebony clock.

5. Why did the newly arrived masked figure draw attention?

All of the costumes were grotesque, but this one was so horrid everyone stopped to look.

It was dressed as a corpse of a person who had died of the Red Death.

6. What was Prince Prospero's reaction to the figure?

He bellowed that someone should unmask this one who had given such an insult as to

dress as the dreaded Red Death.

7. Who unmasked the figure?

No one was brave enough to touch it. However, when they went into the black room, they

realized that no tangible form inhabited the costume.

8. How did the story end?

Everyone in the black room contracted the disease and died.

9. What is the moral of the story?

You can't hide from death.

10. What single effect was Poe conveying with this story?

He was conveying horror.

11. In what ways can one see a gothic influence in The Masque of Red Death?

There are many gothic influences: a castle, darkness, long ago/far away, and the crossing

over of life/death.

12. Where is the climax of the story?

The climax was when the people realized that Red Death had come.

13. Explain the significance of Prince Prospero's name.

Prospero is a play on "prosperous." He is ironically a prince without prosperity, without

life or a kingdom at the end of the party.

14. Explain the significance of "three thousand and six hundred seconds of the Time that flies."
This line emphasizes the fleeting moments of life slipping by.

