ANSWER KEY: SHORT ANSWER STUDY QUESTIONS

Poe Stories

The Tell-Tale Heart

1. How does Poe set the tone for the story in the first paragraph?

The narrator introduces the idea that we think he is "mad." Poe uses the repetition of

words and rhythms in his sentences which project nervousness and have the effect of

building tension.

2. What was the relationship between the old man and the narrator?

The narrator said, "I loved the old man. He had never wronged me. He had given me

no insult."

3. Why did the narrator decide to murder the old man?

He didn't like the old man's "vulture eye."

4. Using what examples does the narrator tell us he is not "mad"?

He continually tells us how wisely, how cautiously he proceeded, how careful he was in

committing the murder. He describes his patience when entering the room, and the

precautions he took concealing the body.

5. What is ironic about his telling us he is not "mad"?

The more he tells us he is not mad, the more obvious it becomes to us, the readers, that

he IS mad.

6. "I knew what the old man felt, and pitied him, although I chuckled at heart." What did the old man feel, and what does the fact that the narrator "chuckled at heart" tell us about him?

He felt fear, hearing and sensing another presence in his bedroom. The narrator truly is

mad, taking delight in another man's fear.

7. What was the narrator's reaction as he gazed upon the old man's vulture eye?

It made him furious.

8. What finally forced the narrator to leap into the room?

He couldn't stand the beating of the heart; he thought someone might hear.

9. How did the narrator actually kill the old man?

He pulled the bed over him and suffocated him.

10. How does the narrator get rid of the corpse?

He dismembers it and puts it under the floor boards.

11. Who came knocking at the door at four o'clock?

The police came, responding to a call of a neighbor who had heard a scream.

12. What was the narrator's reaction to the police?

He was calm and greeted them warmly. He explained that he had cried out in his sleep

and that the old man was away in the country. Then, he became overconfident and

invited them in, showed them the house and invited them to sit.

13. In his triumph, where did the narrator place his chair while talking to the police?

He placed his chair right over the floor boards where the old man's body was hidden.

14. Why did the narrator confess murdering the old man?

He couldn't stand hearing the beating of the heart. The police seemed not to hear it, but

as it grew louder and louder, the narrator's confidence vanished and he had to confess.

15. What is the climax of the story?

The narrator's confession is the climax.

16. Which is more important to Poe's purpose: the murder of the old man or the description of the narrator's mental state?

The revelation of the narrator's mental state is more important. The murder is just one

incident, the reason why we are able to examine the workings of the narrator's mind.

17. By repeating key words and phrases, Poe controls the pace of his story, increases the tension, and emphasizes the madness of the narrator. Give several examples of Poe's use of repetition.
Some examples are: very, very dreadfully nervous; not destroyed, not dulled; all closed,

closed; slowly -- very, very slowly; cautiously -- oh, so cautiously -- cautiously. There

are more examples; these are just a few.

18. Why is the setting of The Tell-Tale Heart vague?

The setting doesn't really matter; what is important to Poe is the examination of the

narrator's mind. Also, it allows the reader to immerse himself in the story using his own

imagination and therefore more fully sensing the effect of the story.

19. Whose heart did the narrator actually hear?

He actually heard his own heart.

