The Black Cat by Edgar Allen Poe


Name: ________________________

__________1. In the first few paragraphs, the narrator gives us some background information about himself. What does he most stress?

A. He stresses that he has been suffering for a long time from depression, and that he is

under a doctor's care.

B. He stresses that he is a very religious person who makes decisions only after reading the Bible and consulting with his clergyman.

C. He stresses that he is not mad, but has recently become irrational and excitable.

D. He stresses that he had been badly scared by an animal when he was young, and had been trying ever since to become comfortable in their presence.

__________2. Who is Pluto?

A. Pluto is the narrator's cat.

B. Pluto is the narrator's dog.

C. Pluto is the narrator's doctor.

D. Pluto is the barkeep in the narrator's favorite tavern.

__________3. Describe the relationship between Pluto and the narrator.

A. They do not like each other, and antagonize one another whenever they are together.

B. The narrator likes Pluto, but Pluto prefers the company of the narrator's wife, which

causes him to become jealous.

C. They remain great friends throughout the story.

D. At first they are very close. The relationship changes later because of the narrator's

alcohol problem.

__________4. What was the first violent act the narrator did to Pluto?

A. He broke Pluto's leg.

B. He cut Pluto's eye out.

C. He threw Pluto in the icy river.

D. He starved Pluto for two weeks.

__________5. What second act did the narrator commit on Pluto?

A. He cut off his ears.

B. He hung Pluto from a rope and killed him.

C. He buried Pluto alive in the yard.

D. He threw Pluto into the fire place and burned him.

__________6. What was left of the narrator's home after the fire?

A. The tree in the garden was the only thing left.

B. The narrator's bed was the only thing left.

C. One wall with the figure of a cat on it was left.

D. The cat's body was left, lying on the charred remains of the mattress.

__________7. Describe the second cat.

A. The second cat was the opposite of Pluto; it was all white.

B. The second cat was the same color as Pluto, but it had two eyes.

C. The second cat was larger than Pluto, and had black fur and white paws.

D. The second cat looked a lot like Pluto, but it had a white mark on its neck.

__________8. Described the relationship between the second cat and the narrator.

A. At first he liked it, but soon grew to hate it. He was afraid of it, so he didn't kill it.

B. The narrator liked the cat, but the cat was nasty and ill-tempered around him. He tried

to get rid of it, but the cat kept returning.

C. The cat didn't like the narrator, and tries several times to run away. The narrator kept the cat in a cage so it couldn't escape.

D. The narrator and the cat liked each other at first. Soon the narrator's wife became jealous
of all of the attention the narrator gave the cat, and wanted him to get rid of it. The

narrator refused.

__________9. What peculiar mark did the cat have?

A. The cat had a white circle around one eye. It reminded the narrator of the first cat's

missing eye.

B. The cat had a white mark on its back. The narrator thought it looked like his initials.

C. The cat had white streaks on its face that reminded the narrator of drops of blood.

D. The cat had some white on its neck/breast area. The narrator thought it looked like

gallows.

__________10. Why did the narrator kill his wife?

A. He was delirious and thought she was turning into a cat.

B. She tried to stop him from killing the cat. He killed her in his rage.

C. She wanted to get rid of the cat. She told him she would leave if he kept the cat. He

meant to scare her, and accidentally killed her.

D. He thought he heard the voice of the first cat telling him to do it.

__________11. How did he dispose of the body?

A. He cut it up and burned it.

B. He dug a grave and buried it in the floor of the cellar.

C. He bricked it up in the chimney wall.

D. He packed it in a box, took it out of the house, and threw it in the river.

__________12. Who came on the fourth day after the murder?

A. His in-laws came.

B. The neighbors came.

C. The police came.

D. The doctor and nurse came.

__________13. What was the narrator's reaction to the arrival?

A. He told them his wife was away on a trip, and wouldn't let them in.

B. He said he was sick, and asked them not to stay too long.

C. He pretended he wasn't home, and didn't let them in.

D. He invited them in and showed them around the house.

__________14. How did the police discover the body?

A. The stench from the decaying body was overwhelming. The police were able to find

the body by tracing the smell.

B. The narrator hit the wall that covered the body. The cat screamed from within.

C. One of the policemen leaned against the wall. The wet plaster rubbed off onto his coat,

causing the police to inspect the wall more closely.

D. The cat came into the room and began clawing and scratching at the wall. The narrator

tried to move it, but by then the police were suspicious.

__________15. Where is the climax of the story?

A. The climax is when the narrator kills his wife.

B. The climax is when the narrator finds the second cat.

C. The climax is when the cat screams.

D. The climax is when the narrator is hung.

__________16. Which of these is the most important to Poe's purpose?

A. Examining the narrator's mental state.

B. Showing cruelty to animals.

C. Surprising the reader.

D. Describing the murders.

__________17. How does Poe allow the reader to become more immersed in the story?

A. He names the cats but not the wife.

B. He describes things in great detail.

C. He keeps the cat's entombment a secret.

D. He uses vague setting.

__________18. What value does using the first person narrative add to the story?

A. It allows us to see the workings of the mind of the narrator.

B. It makes the action go more quickly.

C. It eliminates unnecessary characters.

D. It makes the story easier to follow.
