Sauk Prairie High School English 9 Curriculum 

Overview:

English 9 is primarily a writing and speaking class for high school freshmen.  It covers the basic modes of writing:  narrative, descriptive, expository, and persuasive.  Interspersed with these are the complimentary forms of public speaking.  The speech text we currently use is Public Speaking Today by Diana Carlin and James Payne.  It is our aim to demonstrate to students how writing, speaking, and grammar intertwine to create strong communicators.  The course also strives to prepare students for the English test they will take as sophomores next fall.

Quarter one:  Narration

This quarter’s focus is for students to read and write personal narratives.  The speech component will focus on introducing themselves and others, as well as an optional personal experience speech.  This quarter will also begin vocabulary building, which will continue all year.  Grammar study is review, and then the focus moves on to fragments, run-ons, and basic punctuation.

Objectives—

Students will be able to:

· Identify the elements of a narrative through the study of short stories, journals, and memoirs

· Utilize these elements to create their own personal narratives

· Analyze personal narratives to understand the concept of theme

· Create thematic messages in their own writing

· Identify parts of speech

· Identify fragments

· Correct fragments in their own writing

· Identify run-on sentences

· Correct run-ons in their own writing

· Use basic punctuation in their own writing

· Begin compiling an on-going vocabulary list based on literature studied

· Understand the writing process

· Utilize the writing process in their own writing

· Understand the importance of audience when writing narratives

· Understand the different points of view 

· Manipulate point of view for maximum effect

· Understand the importance of Situation, Purpose, Audience, and Method (SPAM) when public speaking

· Practice the rudiments of public speaking through a 1-3 minute speech introducing self or another

Writing—

Assignments will include but are not limited to:

· Mini-essays focusing on personal experiences

· Life time-line

· Monologue

· Autobiography

Literature Models—

Teachers will use models from literature to model narrative writing for the students, as well as to meet the above objectives.  Some of the model possibilities are, though not limited to, the following:

· “School”  Garrison Keiller

· “Listening”  Eudora Welty

· “The Bass, the River, and Sheila Mant”

· “An Only Child”  Lillian Hellman

· “Wounds” and “Vital Signs”  Natalie Kusz

· “Shooting an Elephant”  George Orwell

· “Inheritance of Tools”  Scott Russel Sanders

· “Fifth Chinese Daughter” Jade Snow Wong

· “The Way to Rainy Mountain”  N. Scott Momaday

· “My Lucy Friend Who Smells Like Corn”  Sandra Cisneros

· “A Lesson in Discipline”  Teresa Foley

· “Why I Live At the P.O.”  Eudora Welty

· monologues from American Dream Studs Terkel

· from The Secret Diary of William Byrd of Westover  William Byrd

· from The Diary  Alice James

· from A Burst of Light:  Living with Cancer  Audre Lorde

· from Memoirs of an Infantry Officer
· from An American Childhood Annie Dillard

· from The Life and Times of Frederick Douglas  Frederick Douglas

· various college writing samples from the internet

· excerpts from House on Mango Street Sandra Cisneros, To Kill A Mockingbird Harper Lee,  Ellen Foster Lee Smith

Quarter two—Description

The focus of quarter two is writing description.  The grammar focus compliments descriptive writing as we focus on the power of words through studying vivid verbs, specific nouns, and syntax.  The speech component too puts into action what students learn about description.  Students will present poetry for oral interpretation, reader’s theater pieces, and/or choral reading exercises.

Objectives—

Students will be able to:

· Understand the power of language

· Determine the most effective word in the most effective place in their own writing

· Analyze author’s word choice for maximum impact 

· Write using sensory appeal

· Practice showing rather than telling in their descriptions

· Communicate mood in their descriptions

· Communicate an impression of a person through physical description

· Understand the difference between connotation and denotation

· Know the difference between direct and indirect characterization when describing a person

· Use vivid verbs instead of less powerful verbs

· Use specific rather than general nouns

· Use adjectives and adverbs sparingly when writing description

· Demonstrate a variety of sentence structures in description

· Manipulate point of view for different effects

· Utilize voice to communicate creatively

· Understand the rudiments of oral interpretation

· Demonstrate this understanding in class presentations

Writing—

Assignments will include but are not limited to:

· Description of a place

· Description of a person

· Self description

· Travel brochure

Literature Models—

Teachers will use models from literature to model descriptive writing for the students, as well as to meet the above objectives.  Some of the model possibilities are, though not limited to, the following:

· “A Cup of Cuban Coffee”  Stephen Benz

· “My Dinner in Kabul”  Andrew Solomon

· “Stranger in the Dunes” Graham Brink

· “Just One Word:  Plastic”  Hank Stuever

· “Summer Rituals”  Ray Bradbury

· “Nameless, Tennessee”  William Least Heat-Moon

· “The Fish”  Elizabeth Bishop

· “A View from a Bridge”  Cherokee Paul McDonald

· excerpts from Montana, 1948  Larry Watson, Pilgrim at Tinker Creek Annie Dillard,  Water Street,  House on Mango Street  Sandra Cisneros, Beach Music  Pat Conroy,  Bird by Bird  Anne Lamott

· various poems

Quarter three--Exposition

The focus of quarter three is to teach students how to write expository writing, to learn how to analyze non-fiction, and to continue to practice specific types of speeches.  Grammar and vocabulary study will continue.

Objectives—

Students will be able to:

· Understand the uniqueness of exposition as a writing mode

· Analyze exposition

· Identify the structure of exposition

· Identify author techniques in exposition

· Utilize expository techniques in their own writing

· Create strong thesis statements, which control the paper

· Create strong topic sentences, which control each paragraph

· Understand the importance of examples to illustrate ideas

· Use examples in their own writing

· Understand various guidelines for particular expository modes

· Identify the author’s use and manipulation of guidelines

· Write using above guidelines in their own writing

· Evaluate voice in expository writing

· Strengthen their own writer’s voice

· Edit works for subject verb agreement

· Use correct subject verb agreement in their own writing

· Use correct verb tense

· Deliver an informative speech

· Deliver a demonstration speech

· Understand the parameters of expository speaking

· Use those parameters in their own speaches

Writing—

Assignments will include but are not limited to:

· informative

· process analysis

· definition

· comparison/contrast

Literature Models—

Teachers will use models from literature to model expository writing for the students, as well as to meet the above objectives.  Some of the model possibilities are, though not limited to, the following:

· “Darkness at Noon”  Harold Krents

· “Cut” Bob Greene

· “A View from Eighty” Malcolm Crowley

· “Get-up”  Maya Angelou

· “Spanglish”  Janice Castro et al

· “In Search of a Good Family”  Jane Howard

· “Oranges”  John McPhee

· “The Transaction:  Two Writing Processes”  William Zinser

· “Cystic Fibrosis”  Frank Deford

· “Grant and Lee:  A Study in Contrasts”

· “Americanization Is Tough on ‘Macho’”  Rose Del Castillo Guilbault

· “Ever Et Raw Meat”  Stephen King

· “Desperation Writing”  Peter Elbow

· “Garbage”  Katie Kelly

· “The Plot Against the People”  Russel Baker

· resource text Writing Clear Essays Robert B. Donald et al

Quarter four—Persuasion

The focus of quarter four is to teach students the foundation of persuasion.  This is primarily done through the study of advertising and the media.  This is meant to be an introduction to persuasion rather than a comprehensive study of persuasion.  Students will continue grammar and vocabulary study.

Objectives—

Students will be able to:

· Define persuasion

· Understand Aristotle’s concept of appeals—logos, ethos, pathos

· Identify various fallacies in persuasion

· Understand the use of hidden assumptions in advertising

· Be able to outline an argument in a piece of persuasion

· Understand and use vocabulary particular to persuasion

· Write their own persuasive pieces

· Present individually or in groups persuasive arguments

· Demonstrate how powerfully words work in persuasion

· Adapt persuasion for different audiences

· Understand the guidelines for debate

· Speak within these guidelines during presentations

Writing—

Assignments will include but are not limited to:

· Mini-essays from Why We Run With Scissors Barry Lane

· Creating their own ad campaigns

· Creating public service announcements

· Creating infomercials

· Writing persuasive essays

Literature Models—

Teachers will primarily use advertising, commercials, propaganda video bites, letters to the editor, and editorials to demonstrate the art of persuasion.  All of these should be current and of interest to the students.  Teacher discretion is suggested.

