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Essay Basics

I.  Introduction
     A.  Write a few sentences that lead into the main point of your essay.
     B.  End the paragraph with your thesis statement (3 main points your are going to support)

1.  First point in thesis

2.  Second point in thesis

3. Third point in thesis

II.  Body
    A.  Topic Sentence One – First point in Thesis

1. Support your point with either quotations or solid evidence

2. Have at least 5 sentences

    B.  Topic Sentence Two – Second point in Thesis


III.  Conclusion
1. Support your point with either quotations or solid evidenc
 A.  Write a few sentences summarizing 

2. Have at least 5 sentences




            your essay

    C.  Topic Sentence Three – Third point in Thesis


 B. Restate your thesis in a little 


1.  Support your point with either quotations or solid evidence

different way and how you 

2.  Have at least 5 sentences





proved your point.

Persuasive Essay Rubric

A Paper 

· I have taken a clear stand on an issue and I fully support it with appropriate factual information documented correctly in my Works Cited and within my essay using Parenthetical Documentation.

· I have chosen numerous specific details that more than adequately support my stand and have documented my sources correctly.

· I have an organization that is logical and does not jump around with clear transitions flowing from introduction, to body, to conclusion.

· I make good word choices to help influence the reader to agree with me. 

· I have proofread several times for spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  There are few errors in my paper (less than 6).

B Paper

· I have taken a clear stand and I give it some support. The information is presented clearly and documented correctly in my Works Cited and within my essay using Parenthetical Documentation.

· I have chosen enough specific details to support my stand and have documented my sources correctly.

· I have an organization that is logical but it strays a little with a few breaks in flow from introduction, to body, to conclusion. . 

· I make some good word choices to help influence the reader to agree with me; however, there are some overused or vague words such as “get,” “really,” etc.

· I have proofread several times for spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  There are  errors in my paper (less than 12).

C Paper

· I have taken a stand but I may not have made my position very clear. I tried to support it with some details, but I may not have done a very good job. The details may not be the best ones I could have chosen or they might not even support my stand.  I have some trouble with documenting my sources correctly in my Works Cited Page and also within my essay using Parenthetical Documentation.

· There are some details but they are too general or may not really help to explain my position. 

· I tried to have an organization but I did not do a good job with it and it tends to jump around. There is no clear introduction or conclusion.

· I did not use good word choices to help influence the reader to agree with me. 

· I have proofread only once for spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  There are many errors in my paper (13 - 20).

D Paper

· I did not take a stand on the issue. I presented some information but it still is not clear how I stand on the issue.  I have very few sources and have not documented information correctly in my Works Cited or within my essay using Parenthetical Documentation.

· I have little or no details. My paper is mostly vague opinions.

· I have no real organization. There is no clear introduction, body, or conclusion.

· I did not use any word choices to help influence the reader to agree with me. My words choices are vague.

· I did not proofread my paper.  There are more than 20 errors. 

Scoring Rubric





             Excellent/ Well Done/ Satisfactory/  Poor		Weight/Score





Intro/Thesis 		10      9      8      7     6     5     4     3     2     1  	_____x1_____


Body			10      9      8      7     6     5     4     3     2     1		_____x2_____	


Conclusion		10      9      8      7     6     5     4     3     2     1		_____x1_____


Works Cited		10      9      8      7     6     5     4     3     2     1		_____x1_____


Parenthetical�   Documentation	10      9      8      7     6     5     4     3     2     1		_____x1_____


Sources/Details	10      9      8      7     6     5     4     3     2     1		_____x1_____


Word Choice/


   Language		10      9      8      7     6     5     4     3     2     1		_____x2_____


Organization		10      9      8      7     6     5     4     3     2     1		_____x1_____


Transitions		10      9      8      7     6     5     4     3     2     1		_____x1_____


Mechanics		10      9      8      7     6     5     4     3     2     1		_____x2_____


MLA Formatting	10      9      8      7     6     5     4     3     2     1		_____x1_____


Overall Impression	10      9      8      7     6     5     4     3     2     1		_____x1_____











THESIS EXAMPLE (the 3 main points are underlined in this example): Edgar Allan Poe, a man who lived a nightmarish life, is credited with defining the modern short story, creating the first literary detective, and writing some of the first science fiction.





Score:  _____/150











