Devices used in Poetry

HYPERBOLE – a large exaggeration

EX: - This book bag must weigh a ton!

SIMILE – A comparison between two objects using  “like” or “as”

EX: - Your eyes are like stars

METAPHOR – A comparison between two objects – NOT using “like” or “as”

EX: - Your eyes are stars!

PERSONIFICATION – giving an inhuman thing human qualities

EX: - The stars are envious of your eyes!

ALLITERATION – repetition of a sound at the beginning of two or more neighboring words

EX: - See Sally Stand by the Sea Shore

ONOMATOPOEIA – words that sound like their meaning

EX: - WOOOSH!  The stars penetrate the earth’s atmosphere.

OXYMORON - A combination of two opposite or contradictory terms


EX: - There was a loud silence after the bird crashed into the window and


landed in Fluffy's genuine imitation beef puppy chow.

CLICHE - and expression that has lost its power or originality from overuse


EX:  You were slow as molasses out there, and if you don't get it together,


         the other team is going to clean your clock.

IDIOM - an expression with a meaning different from the literal meaning of the individual


    words


EX:  My dad flipped out when I told him I wanted to become a tattoo artist instead


of a doctor.
PUN - a humourous play on words, often involving double meanings


EX: Whe the electricity went out, Fido was de-lighted to alone with Fluffy.

