Radio Play that was broadcast on Oct. 30, 1938

Written by Howard Koch and performed by Orson Welles’ Mercury Theatre on the Air.  The radio play was an adaptation of H.G. Wells’s novel War of the Worlds.
Caused widespread panic throughout the East Coast and across the country.

	
	Many people fled their homes, swamped police stations and radio stations, and caused traffic jams throughout the city of New York.


Situations in 1938
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	Radio was the main entertainment – families would spend the evening listening to the radio
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	Another circumstance affecting the reception of this broadcast was the way that government used radio at the time. Radio was an intimate medium, one in which listeners imagined themselves close to their leaders in Washington, and President Franklin Delano Roosevelt in particular made great use of his "fireside chats" to reassure the American people in the wake of the Great Depression.
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	News was presented in the quickest form over the radio; many times programs were interrupted to bring the people the latest news
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	Many people already in a mild panic because of invasions happening in other countries. Examples are: Hitler gathering forces, Japan invading China, and Mussolini invading Ethiopia


Why do people believe the broadcast?
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	Presented in a professional way. Just like a regular program with interruptions.
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	Wasn’t announced often that it was a radio play – only at the beginning and four other times during program.
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	Used believable characters such as professors, military personal, and government officials
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	At this time in the history of radio, programming often went slightly over its allotted time. While the Mercury Theater's "War of the Worlds" began its broadcast at 8:00, certain other programs from the 7:00 hour had yet to conclude on other stations, even as others were beginning.
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	The events seemed to unfold in real time. A "Professor Pearson" of Princeton University, originally interviewed about the eruptions of gas on the surface of Mars, drove to Grover's Mill, New Jersey in order to provide commentary on what would emerge as the first of many Martian landing sites.


