"War of the Worlds" Study Guide                 

Name: ______________________

1. In the first news bulletin, two professors are mentioned – one who has spotted explosions of gas on Mars and another whom has confirmed the observation. Later, Professor Pierson is interviewed and, still later, becomes the major eyewitness. Why do you think the writers of the show gave such prominence to professors? Do people generally believe professors?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. When Mr. Wilmuth is interviewed, he doesn’t seem very upset by the strange object that has landed on his farm. Does this make the sequence of events seem more real or less real?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. While Carl Phillips is reporting from the scene of the Martian landing, his microphone suddenly crashes and goes dead. How does this add to the drama and suspense? How was DEAD AIR used to create drama?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. The vice-president of the radio network, a military leader, and the Secretary of the Interior make announcements. Would the words of such officials make the action more believable?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. How did producers make this entertainment program sound like a real, live newscast? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. How does the use of music add to the realism of the play?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What types of sound effects were used to create dramatic/realistic effects?  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8.  How does the use of real cities and highways add to the realism of the play?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. How did actor's performances add or detract from the overall effect? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Think of all the events that are said to occur during the program.  Could all that happen in such a short amount of time? Why might some listeners not notice this?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
