American Literature Essay Grade Sheet
MLA Format






5  Points ________________

12 point font ,Times New Roman, 1 inch margins all around

Double-Spaced  (No place is more or less than double spaced)

Name, Date, Class, Teacher (proper format) on left hand side

Last Name and page number in upper right hand corner
In-text parenthetical documentation




10 Points ________________


Quotation marks around quotes

Author (or article title) and page number in parenthesis

Period after parenthesis

Two Quotes per body paragraph
MLA Works Cited Page





10 Points ________________
   
Hanging indentation


12 point font, Times New Roman, double spaced

Alphabetical order, Titled Correctly (Works Cited, not Bibliography)

Punctuated Correctly: You will need a reference guide to make sure this is correct….
Grammar/Spelling





15  Points ________________

No spelling errors, No punctuation errors

No use of vague or empty words such as: get, got, like, stuff, things, a lot, etc


No run-on sentences, fragments.  Sentences are complex in nature.
Title


12 point font, Times New Roman



5 Points ________________


Paper is titled correctly adding insight to the thesis statement


Double – spaced after heading and before introduction


All important words capitalized

Centered
Formatting






5 Points ________________


Paragraphs are indented

Proper Paragraphing









One idea per paragraph



Each paragraph has a topic sentence



Each paragraph is at least six sentences in length
Flow/Transitions/Wording





10 Points ________________

Ideas flow from paragraph to paragraph


Transition sentences connect ideas 

No “I” anywhere in the paper: Don’t start sentences with contractions

Introduction






10 Points ________________

Starts general and tightens to specifics


Contains a thesis statement


Transitions into first paragraph
Body Paragraphs

Information is insightful, accurate and contains supporting evidence

Sentences are complex in nature revealing writers thoughts supported

by evidence.  Supporting evidence is relevant to topic sentence of paragraph.

Writers thoughts transition smoothly into supporting evidence.

Writer uses evidence to support own ideas.
Conclusion






10 Points ________________

Rewords thesis statement


Repeats three main ideas in new wording


Doesn’t leave the reader hanging
