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Polar Bears are Endangered

Many polar bears are clinging to small ice caps for their lives because that is all they have left.  Many others are affected by residents polluting their environment and killing them.  The rest of the polar bears swim to survive, sometimes miles, and drown.  “Scientists for the first time have documented multiple deaths of polar bears off Alaska, where they likely drowned after swimming long distances in the ocean amid the melting of the Arctic ice shelf” 
(Carlton 1).  
A large number of polar bears are suffering, and they can’t do anything about it.  More and more die every year fighting for their lives and someone needs to help them.  Polar bears are endangered because of global warming
[PC5], oil spills
[PC6], and because of residents[PC8].  


 “It may be the latest evidence of global warming: polar bears are drowning” (Carlton 1).  
The sea ice is melting in their surroundings because of rising temperatures and some soon don’t have anything to hold on to, and they unfortunately drown.  Not only do some cling to sea ice for their lives, but some mother polar bears leave their cubs, which declines the population.  Instead, some polar bears may swim to catch seals, and also end up too tired and sink to their death.  Polar bears that try to survive by living on land and not on ice caps aren’t adapted to it; therefore, they don’t survive.  “Polar bears that stay onshore aren't adapted to hunting land animals like caribou, which are preyed upon by more-aggressive grizzly bears” (Carlton 1).   
They also are adapted to the Arctic weather by having two layers of fur, big ears, and a big tail to keep heat from escaping.  With the hotter weather the polar bears become too warm, causing them to overheat and die.  They’re built to sustain freezing weather, and the high temperatures are not a good mix.  Global warming is killing the polar bears, but unfortunately, many other things are also killing them.     
Polar bears are endangered because of oil spills.  
Drilling tankers or platforms may cause oil spills that can cover the bear’s fur causing them to lose their protective coat.  The oil ruins their shielding fur by sticking to it; it can then make them sick if they later try to cleanse their fur.  “When polar bears come into contact with spilled oil, it sticks to their fur, which the bears attempt to clean off by licking themselves, ingesting the oil”  (Mieszkowski 1).  Not only do these oil spills affect their body, but it also affects some of the animals and food they eat.  Their food sources may become contaminated and when they eat their polluted food they become sick or even die.  The oil can also freeze into the sea ice, and later when the blazing sun hits, the ice melts.  When the sea ice melts, the polar bears don’t have anything to hold on to, forcing them to swim long distances to the next solid surface which may be miles away, causing them to drown.  “They are considered at risk to oil from both spills and blowouts associated with oil and gas exploration in the Arctic since they spend a great amount of time traveling across sea ice 
traversing open water leads” (Burger 1).  Pollution in the polar bears environment isn’t always just an accident; sometimes it happens without any thought or care of the polar bears lives.
Polar bears are hunted for fun, money, and for “subsistence”.  
Hunting from past time has now permanently declined the population of polar bears.  “In the 1960s and 1970s, hunting was the major threat to the bears” ("Polar Bears International" 2).  Polar bear’s are hunted by poachers, estimating a 100 a year are killed.  Hunting being illegal doesn’t stop some people because polar bear skins can sell for an average of $4,500.  “However, the polar bear is also stressed by other human activity, particularly oil and gas development activities in its habitat” (“National Wildlife Federation” 1).  
Residents are also moving into the polar bears habitat and polluting it, causing the bears to become sick or even die.  People are moving industries into Canada, polluting the area in which some polar bears live.  Some polar bears are almost forced to live on land because of the sea ice melting.  It’s harder for them to find food, and residents may kill them.  “Increasingly, bears have been driven to land, where food is harder to come by and conflicts with residents of native villages of Alaska's North Slope, who are legally entitled to hunt polar bears for subsistence, have become more common” (Murphy 1).  Having to be close to the residents and sharing land isn’t a good thing; in the end, it’s not their fault, it’s the human’s fault.  
Polar bears are endangered because of global warming, oil spills, and because of residents.  
Everything is related; one bad thing happens and then another does.  Before you know it, the extraordinary polar bears may be gone for forever.  The polar bears can’t do anything about it, but people can.  Stepping up and doing one little thing can change a whole lot.  Global warming causes melting of polar bears habitats, and no ice causes some to drown.  Some polar bears may go to land where they are not adapted or to where residents are living already.  It’s a chain reaction, but luckily it can be fixed.  “To save the polar bear from extinction, the U.S. must enact strong legislation that reduces the greenhouse gas emissions that cause global warming” (“National Wildlife Federation” 2).  Even an ordinary person can help save the polar bears by just taking the good neighbor pledge; will the human race step up and save the polar bears?
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