Origin of the Belgian Breed

Thesis: The importation of the Belgian Horse to America, a descendent of the "Great Horses" of Europe, introduced one of the strongest horses to this country although its numbers were slow to grow due to World Wars.

  I.  The Belgian Horse is descended from the "Great Horses" of Europe.
       A.  The "Great Horses" were the large, black horses of the Flemish.
             1.  The Flemish had excellent pastures and high quality hay to
                  sustain large horse breeds.
             2.  These "Great Horses" provided the genetic material from
                  which almost all modern drafts breeds are fashioned.
       B.  The "Great Horses" were those that carried armored knights 
             into battle.
       C.  The "Great Horse" was characterized by its large bone structure,
             massive size, extensive muscling, and amiable demeanor. 
 II.  Considered the "Mother Lode" of work horses, Belgium exported 
        it horses all over Europe.
        A.  An increased need for work horses in industrial work and farming
              was felt all over Europe.
        B.  In 1903, Belgium sent an exhibit of Belgians to the St. Louis
             World's Fair in Chicago.
              1.  This exhibition drew a great deal of interest in the breed.
              2.  Acceptance of the Belgian as the master breed grew, and 
                   nearly every importer of stock horses had Belgians in their
                   offerings.
III.  World Wars I and II have an effect on the Belgian population.
        A.  With the start of World War I, all imports of Belgians stopped.
        B.  In the 1920's, importing of Belgians on a small scale resumes.
        C.  In the wake of World War II, Belgians fall out of style.
              1.  The introduction of tractors replaces the Belgian on the farm.
              2.  The shortage of labor caused by World War II causes many
                   farmers to leave for the cities.

