Style
Style is the language used in a book, the way the words are put together to create the story. 

· Most children's books use standard written style. This style sounds natural, but when carefully analyzed, it is clear that it is more formal than most speech. Sentences are complete; expressions like "um," "you know," and "like--," are avoided; contractions are used less often than in ordinary speech. Lots of conversation may included, but the style as a whole does not sound like speech. 

· In conversational style, the language is more informal, it sounds more like the way people really talk. The narration as well as the character's speeches sounds conversational. 

· Dialect is easiest for children to read if word order or a few unusual words and expressions are used to suggest a difference from normal speech. Other languages may be suggested in the same way through speech patterns and foreign words. Foreign and unusual words should be explained naturally in context. An eye dialect, in which words are spelled the way they sound, is sometimes very hard to read. 

· An ornate or unusual style is sometimes used, especially in some high fantasy and historical fiction. Older editions of traditional literature and older poetry may also have such styles.

Writers use many devices of style to make stories interesting. 

· Imagery is the most frequently used device. It is an appeal to any of the senses--taste, touch, sight, sound, and smell. It paints pictures in our mind. 

· Figurative language uses words in a nonliteral way, giving them a meaning beyond their ordinary one. 

· Personification gives human traits to animals, nonhuman beings, or inanimate objects: "The trees bowed before the wind." 

· A simile compares two different things, using the words "as," "like," or "than": "The snowbank looked like a huge pile of marshmallow syrup." 

· A metaphor is an implied comparison stating the resemblance between two things: "Her presence was a ray of light in a dark world."

· Devices of sound can increase pleasure and clarity. Books which use many such devices should be read aloud. Poetry is particularly rich in such devices. 

· Onomatopoeia is the use of words that sound like their meaning: a skirt "swishes," a bat "cracks," a hasty eater "gulps" his food. 

· Alliteration is repetition of initial consonants: "the soft surge of the sea." 

· Consonance is repetition of consonants sounds anywhere in the words: "The sight of the apple and maple trees pleased the people." 

· Rhyme is the repetition of a stressed sound, usually the final syllable: "His aim was to blame the dame." 

· Assonance is repetition of vowel sounds in a phrase: The owl swept out of the woods and circled the house." 

· Rhythm is the recurring flow of strong and weak beats in a phrase: "Chicka, chicka, boom, boom! Will there be enough room?" Meter is the regular rhythmic pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables found in a line of poetry. The less regular rhythm sometimes found in prose is often called cadence.

· Puns and other plays on words add interest and humor: "By the time the milking was finished, the new farmhand was thoroughly cowed." Puns are said to be "the lowest form of wit," but people usually enjoy them even as they groan. 

· Hyperbole is exaggeration: "He was frightened out of his wits." Understatement is the opposite: "He was upset when he learned he had AIDS." 

· Allusion is an indirect reference to something outside the current literary work: "He was a veritable Hercules." The reference may be to something in literature, history, modern culture, or another area. Allusion is often difficult for children to recognize because they lack the necessary background knowledge. The proponents of "cultural literacy" believe that all children should acquire a common fund of knowledge in order to understand allusions. 

· A symbol is something--a person, object, situation, or action--which operates on two levels, the literal and the symbolic. For instance, an engagement ring is a real object, but it is also stands for the abiding love of the engaged couple. Symbols add depth and meaning to a story. Symbols may be universal (as the engagement ring) or specific to a particular story.

Qualities which should be avoided in style include triteness (dull, stale, overused expressions), condescension (talking down to children, making them feel unintelligent or immature), didacticism, sensationalism, and sentimentality. In poetry, avoid a too regular meter, which can become a sing-song rhythm.

 

