 

Study Questions for "Desiree’s Baby" by Kate Chopin

Answer each of the following questions on a separate piece of paper using complete sentences. Study Questions are split into three categories: literal, inferential, and evaluative.

Literal

1. What is the meaning of the following words?

A. riveted

B. suffused

C. plantation

D. beneficent

E. bayou

1. What is the meaning of the phrase "He was reminded that she was nameless." in the context in which it appears?

2. Where had Madame Valmonde found Desiree for the first time when she was a baby?

3. Why had Armand’s mother never left France?

4. What was Madame Valmonde’s reply to Desiree’s letter?

5. During which month were they picking cotton at L’Abri?

6. What did Armand put on the bonfire?

7. Describe Desiree.

Inferential

1. Describe and explain the changes in Armand Aubigny’s behavior as the story unfolds.

2. Why do you think there was an "air of mystery among the blacks" and frequent visitors to L’Abri about three months after Desiree’s baby was born?

3. Why was it assumed that Desiree was the reason her child was not white?

4. Why do you think Armand did not consider Desiree’s origins before marrying her?

5. Before the last few lines of this story, does the author give any clues, which hint at the true cause of the baby’s appearance?

Evaluative

1. Do you think Armand burnt the last letter with the rest? Why or Why Not?

2. Would Armand’s treatment of his wife be condoned by society today? Give reasons.

3. Why did Desiree ask her husband if he wanted her to go and then act on his decision? Do you think this merely reflected her character or society at the time of the story?

4. Is it likely that Desiree had realized that her child was of mixed race before seeing the quadroon boy fanning the baby?

 
