Determining Methods of Characterization 
Title of Selection:____________________________________________
Author: ______________________________________________________
	Methods of Characterization
	Examples from the Selection and What They Reveal about the Characters

	Indirect Characterization

	 The writer describes how the character looks and dresses.  Physical descriptions
	

	The character is revealed through his or her own speech.  How does he/she talk? What does that tell us about them?
	  

	The character’s private thoughts are revealed.  Are they thinking the same way they are acting?
	  

	The writer shows what the character does – how he or she acts.  Do the actions tell us what kind of person he/she is?
	 

	The writer reveals what other characters in the story say or think about the character.  Do other characters like, trust, believe, in this character?
	  

	Direct Characterization

	The writer directly states what kind of person the character is: sneaky, honest, evil, innocent, and so on.
	  


