Theme
Theme is the underlying meaning of the story, a universal truth, a significant statement the story is making about society, human nature, or the human condition. 

A book's theme must be described in universal terms, not in terms of the plot. The plot is the way the universal theme is carried out in that particular book. Themes can be applied to the reader's own life or to other literature. 

Although themes can convey important messages, they should never be overtly didactic. Didacticism is preaching and teaching so explicitly that children lose pleasure in the story and reject its message. 

The primary theme is most important theme in the story; children's books usually have one primary theme. There may be other secondary themes as well. 

Types of themes: 

· An explicit theme is one that is stated openly in the book. It is stated in universal terms in the book itself. 

· An implicit theme is one which is not directly stated, but which the reader can infer. Many times, readers will not notice that an explicit theme is directly stated, but they can often infer the theme anyway.

Themes must be clearly stated; one word is not usually enough. To say that a book's theme is "friendship" is not clear. It may mean, "Friends are a person's most valuable possession." It may also mean, "Friends can never be trusted if their own interests are opposed to yours." 

An understanding of theme is dependent upon one's previous experience of life and literature. At the same time, theme in literature can enlarge one's understanding of life. 

Not every good book has a significant theme; some books' value lies in the pleasure they give, rather than the message they bring. Books of humor, for instance, may or may not have a significant theme.

 

 

Theme
What exactly is this elusive thing called theme?

The theme of a fable is its moral. The theme of a parable is its teaching. The theme of a piece of fiction is its view about life and how people behave.

In fiction, the theme is not intended to teach or preach. In fact, it is not presented directly at all. You extract it from the characters, action, and setting that make up the story. In other words, you must figure out the theme yourself.

The writer's task is to communicate on a common ground with the reader. Although the particulars of your experience may be different from the details of the story, the general underlying truths behind the story may be just the connection that both you and the writer are seeking.

  
Finding the Theme
Here are some ways to uncover the theme in a story: Check out the title. Sometimes it tells you a lot about the theme.

Notice repeating patterns and symbols. Sometimes these lead you to the theme.

What allusions are made throughout the story?

What are the details and particulars in the story? What greater meaning may they have?

Remember that theme, plot, and structure are inseparable, all helping to inform and reflect back on each other. Also, be aware that a theme we determine from a story never completely explains the story. It is simply one of the elements that make up the whole.

Questions to Ask about Theme:

       Is the title informative?  What does it mean or suggest?  Did the meaning seem to change after you read the story? Does the title help you to formulate a theme?  If you had written the story, what title would you use?
  
      State the theme in a single sentence. Is it implied or frankly stated?
  
      Does the theme reinforce or oppose popular notions of life? Does it provide a new insight or refresh and/or deepen an old one?
  
      Do certain passages - dialogue or description - seem to you to point especially toward the theme? Do you find certain repetitions of words or pairs of incidents highly suggestive and helpful in directing your thought toward stating a theme?
  
      Is the meaning of the story embodied in the whole story, or does it seem stuck in, for example in certain passages of editorializing?
  
      Suppose someone asked you to state the point - the theme- of the story.  Could you?  Does the theme of a particular story reinforce values you hold, or does it to some degree challenge them?
