Vocabulary List 9 (Y1:S2)

The Latin word ab, meaning "off" or "away" is the source of the English prefix ab-.  In modern English this prefix may have a slightly broader, but similar, meaning.  For example, in abnormal the ab- prefix means "not" normal.  This differs slightly from "away from" the normal, which the prefix would suggest.  Always use context clues as well as your knowledge of prefixes and roots to arrive at the meaning of an unfamiliar word.
Prefix


Root/Word

Word
ab-


normal


abnormal

ab-


tenere


abstain

A vocabulary word appears in italics in each passage below.  The meaning of the root is given in parenthesis.  Look at the prefix and think about how the word is used in the passage.  Then write a definition for the vocabulary word.  Compare your definition with the dictionary definition.

1.  In order to marry a divorcee, Edward VIII had to abdicate his throne and give up his royal title.  (Root word: dicare, "to proclaim")

_______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  The senator resigned because he had come to abhor the constant need to raise money for his campaigns.  (Root word: horrere, "to shudder")

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  The condition of the animals was an abomination.  They lived in filth and most were sick.  (Root word: abominari, "to disapprove of")

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  Never use an abrasive cleaner on an automobile.  It will leave small scratches.  (Root word:  radere, "to scrape")

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5.  Both candidates pledged to abstain from personal attacks and discuss the issues.  (Root word: tenere, "to hold")

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

