Vocabulary List One

Semester Two
People’s moods change, while their personalities are more constant.  There are great varieties of moods and personalities, and the language that can be used to describe them is rich and colorful.

Read the sentences or short passages below.  Circle the letter for the correct definition of the italicized vocabulary word.

1.  I can’t believe that someone who was once such a show-off is now so self-effacing.

     A   willing to take credit for everything

B.  able to fix mechanical objects

     C.  modest; content to stay in the background
D.  furious; filled w/angry thoughts

2.  Luckily, Theresa is not a person who is vindictive.  She is usually willing to forgive

     and forget small injuries.


A.  filled with a need to learn

B.  forgetful


C.  hard to understand


D.  looking for revenge

3.  People think of writers as lonely hermits, but Robert Benchley was a sociable sort,
     who enjoyed both people and parties.


A.  friendly



B.  foolish


C.  sloppy



D.  truthful

4.  People who love animals become indignant when they see someone mistreat a 
     helpless pet.


A.  homeless



B.  filled with joy


C. angry because of something
D. less able to remember things


     unfair or mean


     correctly

5.  President Calvin Coolidge was said to be so stolid that when he died, writer 
     Dorothy Parker asked, “ How can they tell?”


A.  filled with cheer and good humor

B.  hard to excite; lacking in emotion


C.  unwilling to serve his country

D. fearful of losing his money

6.  Let someone else give Carlos credit.  he will seem egotistical if he says the project

     was his idea.


A.  concerned with numbers


B.  aware of danger


C.  reckless or lacking in common sense
D.  too self-centered

7.  One child became sullen and uncooperative when the others decided to play a 
     different game


A.  sulky and silent; quiet

B. eager to please someone else

                  because of a bad mood


C.  excited about the future

D.  sorry about past behavior

Look on the other side for more vocabulary words!

8.  Most scientists are skeptical for new theories until the ideas are proven by several 

     people.


A.  full of smiles

B.  innocent of wrong doing


C.  not able to see clearly
D.  filled with doubts

9.  The horse was so reluctant to cross the bridge that Yani had to get off, cover the 

     animal’s eyes, and lead it across.


A.  glad 

B.  unwilling


C.  too stupid

D.  proud

10.  Neither candidate was snobbish.  In spite of their money and power, they were both 

       as polite to their drivers as household workers as they were to the mayor.


A.  able to forget a wrong that had been done to them


B.  one who looks down on people with less money or rank


C.  quick to begin but slow to finnish


D.  strange in their clothing or actions


