Guidelines for Nouns

A noun names something: an object, a person, a place, or a quality.

A noun may be classified as:

1. Common Noun: people, objects, places, qualities, things: man, woman, wall, street, car, river, courage  A Common Noun is not capitalized.

2. Proper Noun (always capitalized) names a particular person, thing, place: Fenton Johnson, Pocomoke River, Storer College.

3. Concrete Noun: identifies things known through sight, taste, smell, touch, or hearing. A Concrete Noun may be perceived through one of the senses

4. Abstract Noun: names an idea or a quality: courage, democracy, tyranny, ambition, loyalty, or a general idea.

5. Collective Noun:  a singular noun that names a group of people or objects: crowd, band, class, chorus, family...With a Collective Noun, a singular verb is used when the group it names is regarded as a unit, and a plural verb is used when the Collective Noun is regarded as indicating the individuals of the group: The band are taking off their heavy overcoats. They are assembling in front of the speaker's stand. / After a short rest period, the class proceeds with its work.

6.  Compound Noun:  A compound noun is made up of two or more words that are used together. Compound nouns can be one word, two words, or hyphenated. If unsure, check in a dictionary.

Examples: flashlight, doghouse, high school, seat belt, editor-in-chief, great-grandfather.
6. Appositive: a noun set off by commas to identify a Noun.

A. John, my brother, lives in Snow Hill, Maryland.

B. The person who reviews the athlete's academic record, an official from the NCAA executive office, gave the report.

