Weekly Grammar: Direct Objects

Name: ______________________

A direct object is a noun or pronoun that receives the action of an action verb.

You can determine whether a word is a direct object by asking Whom? Or What? after an action verb.

Examples:
The hailstorm bombarded the picnickers.





Bombarded whom:  picnickers




The rugby players are running the ball.





Are running what:  ball

Just because there is an action verb doesn’t mean that there is always a direct object.


Examples:
Jen won the match.





Won what: match




Jen won yesterday.





Won what:  there’s no answer, so there’s no direct object




They bought a rundown mansion.





Bought what: mansion




Soon they moved into the mansion.





Moved what: there’s no answer, so there’s no direct object

Hard-to-find direct objects:


In a question: rewrite the question as a sentence.



Which bus should I take?




I should take which bus?





Should take what: bus

A.  Circle the direct object of each sentence.
1.  The ballplayers have signed their contracts.

2.  Derek dealt the cards.

3.  My friends attended a rally.

4.  We need more wood for the fire.

5.  Lynn will exchange her sweater.

6.  Quickly, the lawyers selected a jury.

7.  Don’t the Steelers have a good record?

8.  Ellen has found a part-time job.

9.  Three prisoners plotted their escape.

10.  Has Congress considered the new bill?

11.  A clown walked the tightrope.

12.  Mr. Benson donated a car for the raffle.

13.  Mary Jo has accepted the award for the team.

14.  Chris usually brings the volleyball.

15.  After dinner, I’ll finish my project.

16.  Play another song on the juke box.

17.  Mom appreciated the flowers.

18.  I forgot the coupons.

19.  Michele answered the question thoughtfully.

20.  Jeff studied biology in college.

