Avoiding the Passive Voice


Name: ______________________________

In most instances, writers prefer to use the active voice.  In the sentence, “Larry walked his dog,” Larry is the subject, the one who acts.  If written using the passive voice, the sentence would read, “The dog was walked by Larry.”  Here the subject, dog, is acted upon.  The doer, Larry, is obscured by the sentence’s construction, namely, the passive voice choice.  Though there are some occasions when the passive voice should be used (“The house was struck by lightning.”), your sentences will generally flow more naturally when you use the active voice.

Change the following sentences from the passive voice to the active voice.  Remember to use the active voice in your writing.

1.  The packages were carried to the car by Jaime and Jaylen.


Jaime and Jaylen carried the packages to the car.

2.  The starring roles were played by Thomas and Gertrude.


Thomas and Gertrude played the starring roles.

3.  After the snowstorm the roads were plowed by the crew.


The crew plowed the roads after the snowstorm.

4.  The students were asked by the teacher if they wanted to take a break.


The teacher asked the students if they wanted a break.

5.  There were at least one hundred people standing in line.


At least one hundred people were standing in line.

6.  It was thrilling for the parents to hear the great news about their son.


The parents were thrilled to hear the great news about their son.

7.  There were three reasons why she was not elected to the position.


She did not win the election to the position for three reasons.

8.  In the summer many surfboards are bought by teenagers.


Teenagers buy many surfboards in the summer.

9.  The room should be cleaned by both of you before you go out tonight.


Both of you should clean the room before you go out tonight.

10.  The signal was given by the director to the cast members.


The director gave the signal to the cast members.

