CPR for These Sentences

Answer Key

These sentences need immediate attention!  They are dull and lifeless.  To say that they are boring might be a compliment.  Make the following sentences come alive by adding descriptive verbs and adjectives.  Add more specifics.  Use more accurate and vivid verbs.  Essentially, give them some CPR!

Example:  The machine broke
Improved:  Our ten-year-old car’s motor seized on the highway yesterday.

Answers will vary.  The following are suggestions.

1.. A building was damaged.


The immense skyscraper took heavy damage when the car slammed into the supporting structures.

2. The woman had a reason to be very happy.


The woman screamed and jumped euphorically after she realized she had the winning lottery ticket.

3.  The people were there.


As I looked around, I saw people milling and standing about as if they didn’t know what to do next.

4.  They heard the noise.

Standing beside the old coffin, they detected a soft scraping coming from within.
5.  He saw it then.


His eyes widened and his body froze as he peered around the corner at the incredible tragedy before him.

6.  It was over quickly.


As he gazed around at the chaos, all he could remember was a flash of light.

7.  He told me to do it.


Trying to get out of punishment, he looked at his friend in blame.

8.  She was already there.


As I called to find out where Sarah was, I looked over my shoulder and spotted her talking with the manager.

