Keep It Simple


Name: ___________________________________

The 10 sentences below are too complicated.  Each can be simplified.  In doing so, you will be composing more concise and effective sentences.  The reader will be more interested in what you have to say since he or she will not have to struggle through superfluous words.  

On the line below each wordy sentence, write a more concise sentence that still retains the important information of the original sentence.
1.  The woman who is intelligent called her daughter on the telephone.


_________________________________________________________________

2.  Harry was both laughing and holding his stomach.


_________________________________________________________________

3.  You should employ common sense when you are in a dangerous situation.


_________________________________________________________________

4.  Between noon and six o’clock in the evening, Turk enjoys biking and hiking.


_________________________________________________________________

5.  If possible, I would like you to please send an application for admission to your college.


_________________________________________________________________

6.  Some of the members of the orchestra in my school intend to go to Canada on the class trip.


_________________________________________________________________

7.  The blouse that Mary is currently wearing had been purchased by her last August.


_________________________________________________________________

8.  The car that my father uses to go back and forth to the train station was given to him by my Uncle Jerry.


_________________________________________________________________

9.  The building, the one that was constructed in 1939, was repainted by the Youth Corps.


_________________________________________________________________

10.  The shoes that you are currently wearing had been your older brother’s shoes in the past.


_________________________________________________________________

