Let’s Not Overstate It


Name: ____________________________________

Good writer’s believe in the expression “Say it without hitting the reader of the head with it.”  There are many ways to write that someone is unhappy.  For instance, the effective writer allows the reader to know that Mark is unhappy by writing “Mark cried privately when he learned that he did not make the soccer team.”  If the sentence read “Mark was unhappy and he cried privately because he did not make the soccer team,” the reader would be “hit over the head” with the author’s intentions.  Why say the word “unhappy?”  It is redundant.  Be precise and concise.  Don’t overstate the case.

Ten moods are listed below.  For each mood, write an illustrative sentence that clearly indicates that particular mood.  You might want to read your sentences to a classmate to see if he or she can identify the mood you have illustrated.

1. Concern – We were worried about my cousin when we learned he had been in a traffic accident.

2. Happiness – She sprinted home to tell her mother the exciting news.

3. Frustration – Following many unsuccessful attempts to fix the machine, the mechanic smashed the wrench on the bench.

4. Fatigue – The marathon runner’s legs felt like two cement blocks.

5. Uncertainty – Our teacher’s puzzled expression following Brian’s comment spoke volumes.

6. Poise – Smiling confidently and looking directly at the audience, the salutorian began her graduation speech.

7. Anger – Throwing the bat against the backstop, the batter accosted the umpire who just called him out.

8. Fright – With both his legs and heart pumping ferociously, the boy sprinted away from the members of the rival gang.

9. Loneliness – Sitting by herself on the shores of the darkened beach, the young girl felt as though there was no one who understood her.

10. Embarrassment – After spilling the ravioli on his shirt in the school cafeteria, Marty, hearing the loud laughter of the other students, wished he could crawl in a hole.

