Matching the Cause and the Effect

Answer Key

Consider the sentence “The driver was late because her bus had broken down on the highway.”  The cause is “because her bus had broken down on the highway,” and the effect is “the driver was late.”

The causes and effects of 10 sentences have been placed in two columns.  Match the correct cause with its appropriate effect and then write that complete sentence on the lines following the two columns.  Commas, periods, and certain capital letters have been purposely omitted.  Since each cause and effect is used only once, try to match the ten most logical causes and effects.

These are possible, logical answers; there may be others.

1.  Because Harrison Ford is such a terrific actor, his movies are big money-makers.

2.  He takes a long time to finish a novel because he reads slowly.

3.  Janice has had to take on more responsibility because her mom died last year.

4.  We could not go sailing because it was raining.

5.  She was voted class clown because she has a great sense of humor.

6.  Because Terry is an outstanding athlete, she was given a sport scholarship to college.

7.  We turned up the volume in order to hear the sound.

8.  He could not use his credit card since it was stolen.

9.  The band members played longer so they could make more money.

10. You cannot get into the concert unless you have a ticket.

