Too Many Words in These Sentences
(Answers)

As a writer, you strive to be as concise and exact as possible.  When you repeat words unnecessarily or use unnecessary words, the reader becomes confused and your ideas lose their power.  Good writers do not want to waste words.

In the space provided following each sentence, revise the sentence by eliminating unnecessary words.  Make each sentence more concise while still keeping the essential elements of the sentence.

(Answers will vary.  These are suggestions.)

1.  All the musicians in this orchestra they play beautiful music.


This orchestra’s musicians play beautifully.


2.  Each and every one of the violinists studied many years.


Each violinist studied for many years.

3.  These men and women who are experienced in their music field are skilled musicians.

These men and women musicians are both experienced and skilled.

4.  There are seventy people in this orchestra.

Seventy people are in this orchestra.

5.  Their musical sounds were audible to our ears.

We heard their music.

6.  At the present time my friend is studying to try to become a musician.

My friend is now studying to become a musician.

7.  The members of the high school orchestra are more older than we are.

The high school orchestra’s members are older than we.

8.  In the event that Shane becomes a musician with fame, we will celebrate that occasion of joy.

If Shane becomes a famous musician, we will celebrate that joyous occasion.

9.  Mrs. Harvey, the school’s teacher of music, has given Shane her praise on many occasions.

The school’s music teacher, Mrs. Harvey, has often praised Shane.

10.  In as much as Shane, the musician who is talented, and has worked with diligence and perseverance, he might eventually become a member of the orchestra known as the Boston Pops.

Because Shane is a talented, diligent, and persevering musician, he might become a member of the Boston Pops.

