Wordiness is Out!

Name: _________________________________________

Writers need to be concise.  Superfluous words and phrases interrupt the flow of the piece and distract the reader.  Thus, empty phrases, redundancies, and unnecessary repetition of words should be avoided for clarity’s sake.  Why say “...due to the fact that...” when the word because achieves the same purpose?

Eliminate the wordiness in the following sentences and write a more concise and effective sentence on the line below.

1.  At the present time we have no immediate plans.


________________________________________________________________

2.  For all intents and purposes he would not fit in here.


________________________________________________________________

3.  When it is all said and done, Judy can do it due to the fact that she is a talented musician.


________________________________________________________________

4.  By virtue of the fact that Hector is strong, he can lift that heavy rock by himself.


________________________________________________________________

5.  Regina will be the new clarinet player as far as I’m concerned.


________________________________________________________________
6.  Keep your hands inside the car at all times.


________________________________________________________________.

7.  There is a statement that just came from the president’s office.


________________________________________________________________

8.  The movie that was the hit of the recent film festival was a comedy by Hank Smith.


________________________________________________________________

9.  She is the type of person who loves to attract attention.


________________________________________________________________

10.  Teenagers between thirteen and nineteen need to complete this form in order to be able to vote in the election next year.


________________________________________________________________

