Let’s get a more exact word!


Name: __________________________

Giving the reader the best possible picture of what is happening in your story is an important goal.  Rather than merely saying “He walked across the room,” you could use verbs such as strutted, strolled, sauntered, hurried, or ambled to give a better picture of how the character walked across the room.

The fifteen verbs below are too general.  On the line after each verb, write at least two verbs that more clearly express how the character performs the action.  Compare and discuss your answers with your classmates.

1.  throw ______________________________________________________________

2.  smile  ______________________________________________________________

3.  talk  ________________________________________________________________

4.  see _________________________________________________________________

5.  smell _______________________________________________________________

6. taste _______________________________________________________________

7.  cook _______________________________________________________________

8.  touch _______________________________________________________________

9.  work ________________________________________________________________

10. entertain ____________________________________________________________

11.  read _______________________________________________________________

12.  laugh _____________________________________________________________

13.  think  _____________________________________________________________

14. jump ______________________________________________________________

15.  cut _________________________________________________________________

