Too Many Words!


(Answers )
Good writers strive to be concise.  Exactness and conciseness help the reader enjoy and appreciate good writing.  This activity will help you become more concise in you writing.

Each sentence needs to be more concise.  Some are redundant.  On a separate sheet of paper, rewrite the sentence retaining as many of the details as possible.  The word order can be rearranged. 

1.  The man was arrested arson.

2.  We needed a thesaurus.

3.  The professional singer has a beautiful voice.

4.  Do not trespass.

5.  The Smith College alumnae donated money.

6.  Raymond yelled yesterday.

7.  The criminal was accused of theft.

8.  The repairman fixed the oil burner.

9.  I noticed the neighborhood patrol officer was very happy.

10.  Drinking alcoholic beverages is unhealthy.

11. Mr. Munson, a school bus driver, saw a teenage girl speeding in her car.

