Too Many Words!


Name: ______________________________________

Good writers strive to be concise.  Exactness and conciseness help the reader enjoy and appreciate good writing.  This activity will help you become more concise in you writing.

Each sentence needs to be more concise.  Some are redundant.  On a separate sheet of paper, rewrite the sentence retaining as many of the details as possible.  The word order can be rearranged. 

1.  The man was arrested for igniting a fire.

2.  We needed to consult a book that has synonyms for many words.

3.  The lady who sings songs for a living has a voice that has great beauty.

4. Do not go beyond the limits of this property.

5.  The female graduates of Smith College gave money to Smith.

6.  Raymond yelled loudly the day before today.

7.  The criminal was accused of illegal transference of another’s finances.

8.  The burner that burns oil was repaired by the man whose job it is to fix the apparatus.

9.  It was apparent to my eyes that the man who works for the police department as a guy who patrols our neighborhood was in a mood similar to but not quite so much as euphoria.

10.  An overindulgence in imbibing beverages made of alcohol can be detrimental to the general well being of an individual.

11. A female person between the ages of 13 and 19 was observed by the male person named Mr. Munson who was operating a yellow vehicle carrying school children to the place of study driving her motor vehicle in a manner that surpassed the allowable number of miles per hour ordered by the mandates of the law enforcement authorities.

